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Professor GOODWIN communicated, with remarks, the Rec- 
ords of the Old Colony Club, with a view to their publication, 
either in part or entire, in the Proceedings of the Society ; 
whereupon the whole subject was referred, with full power, 
to a committee consisting of Messrs. Goodwin, Deane, and 
Lord. The Records here follow, prefaced by an_ historical 
statement by the Committee. 
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Records of the Old Colony Club. 


By consent of the owner of the Records of the Old Colony 
Club, Mr. Ben Marston Watson, of Plymouth, a transcript 
has been made for the Society’s use. 

“ This Club,” writes Mr. Watson, ‘* was founded by my 
grandfather, John Watson, and six other young men whose 
autographs may be seen on the first page of the Records. I 
suppose these names are in the order of the ages of the signers. 
John Watson and ‘Ned Winslow’ had but recently graduated 
at Harvard College, —the former in 1766, and the latter in 
1765. Pelham Winslow graduated in 1753, and John Thomas, 
a classmate of Edward Winslow, in 1765. Five others sub- 
sequently became members of the Club by election. The 
Club was the first to celebrate the ‘ Landing of the Pilgrims,’ 
and this celebration was first called ‘The Anniversary’ in these 
pages. The first oration ever delivered in memory of the Fore- 
fathers, by Edward Winslow, Jr., a member of the Club, may 
be seen herein. My grandfather was the last surviving mem- 
ber of the Club, and at his death these Records were in his 
possession. Thence they came to my father, and so to me. 
My grandfather afterward became President of the Pilgrim 
Society.” . 

The Club never consisted of over twelve members, all young 
men, —seven founders, and five others elected. The invited 
guests were generally the elderly gentlemen of the town, and 
visitors. Among these we find the names, from time to time, 
of several persons distinguished in political and social life and 
for legal attainments ; for example, John Adams, Robert Treat 
Paine, Sampson Salter Blowers, Daniel Leonard, Thomas 
Oliver, Thomas Fluker, Jr., Richard Lechmere, James Otis, 
Samuel Alleyne Otis, Dr. Charles Stockbridge, James War- 
ren, Edward Winslow, General John Winslow, Thomas Davis, 
and William Sever. 

The Club in the year of its institution celebrated the event 
of the “ Landing.” At a meeting on December 20, it was 
** Voted, That Friday next be kept by this Club in commemora- 
tion of the first landing of our worthy ancestors in this place ; 
that the Club dine together at Mr. Howland’s, and that a num- 
ber of gentlemen be invited to spend the evening with us at the 
Old Colony Hall.” Friday, the day assigned for the commem- 
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oration, was the 22d of December ; and thus, by a mistake in 
the calculation, was inaugurated, at the start, an error which 
was continued to our own day.!’ The Club met accordingly at 
their hall, and thence proceeded to the house of Thomas South- 
worth Howland, innholder, situated in North Street, ** which is 
erected upon the spot where the first licensed house in the Old 
Colony formerly stood. At half after two a decent repast was 
served up, which consisted of the following dishes.” The body 
of the Records is referred to for the menu on this occasion, and 
for the doings of the Club in detail, which show that the cele- 
bration was worthy the occasion. The anniversary was com- 
memorated every year by the Club during its brief existence. 
In 1770 a short oration or address was made by a member of the 
Club, Edward Winslow, Jr.; in 1772 a sermon was preached 
by the Rev. Chandler Robbins, the minister of the First Parish ; 
and in 1773, a sermon by the Rev. Charles Turner, of Dux- 
bury, the town and First Parish participating. But the exist- 
ence of the Club was drawing to a close. The Revolutionary 
War was coming on, and party lines were forming. More 
than one half the members of the Club were Loyalists; and 
the concluding meetings in November and December, 1773, 
show that they alone were controlling its fortunes. With the 
close of that year came the end of the Club. 

Dr. James Thacher made a free use of these Records in pre- 
paring his History of Plymouth, 1832 (second edition, 1835) ; 
but it was thought that perhaps the Historical Society might 
like to print them entire, including the names of the members 
and of the invited guests present at the several meetings, al- 
though very often nothing else is recorded. The names may 
hereafter serve a genealogical or biographical purpose. 

A brief notice of the members of the Club will conclude 
these preliminary remarks : 2 — 


1 Seventeen years before the Old Colony Club was institued, in 1752, eleven 
days had been dropped in the calendar, throughout England and her colonies, in 
order to reconcile the new and old styles at that time; and these gentlemen of the 
Club appear to have thought that they must add eleven days to Dec. 11, 
1620, to get the true day of the landing. On the same erroneous principle we 
should in this century be obliged to add twelve days, and thus the anniversary 
would have become a movable feast. In 1850 the Pilgrim Society voted to 
hold the anniversary meetings hereafter on the 21st of December instead of 
the 22d. It will be noticed that in 1770, when the 22d fell on Saturday, Monday 
the 24th, and not Friday the 21st, was celebrated by the Club. 

2 It has not seemed practicable to the Committee to attempt a biographical 
sketch of all the invited guests at the several meetings of the Club whose names 
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Isaac Lothrop, the President of the Old Colony Club, was 
born in 17385. He was the son of Isaac Lothrop, Esq., who 
died in 1750, and he was the oldest of five children by a sec- 
ond marriage. After receiving the usual school education 
he lived seven years with a merchant in Boston. Soon 
after the expiration of his clerkship he returned to Plymouth, 
where he passed the remainder of his life, first as a merchant, 
but from the year 1778 as Register of Probate, which office 
he retained till his death, July 25, 1808. In 1774 he and 
James Warren were chosen to represent the town in the 
Provincial Congress. Respect for his character and historical 
attainments was shown in his early election as a member of 
the Massachusetts Historical Society, he and the Hon. David 
Sewall, of York, Maine, being the first members elected after 
its institution in 1791. On his decease Judge Davis was ap- 
pointed to write his memoir, which was printed in 2 Coll. vol. i. 
pp. 258-260, in which his virtues are delineated with the ardor 
which sincere respect and warm attachment for the deceased 
alone would inspire. Mr. Lothrop was never married. 

Pelham Winslow was a descendant of the first Edward, and 
the second son of General John, who removed the Acadians 
in 1755. He was born in 1737, graduated at Harvard College 
in 1758, and studied law with James Otis; and he and Oakes 
Angier (H. C. 1764) were the only barristers in Plymouth 
County before the Revolution. Sympathizing with the Loyalists 
on the outbreak of the Revolution, he, with his cousin Edward 
Winslow, Jr., took refuge in Boston, and on the “ evacua- 
tion” went to Halifax, thence to New York, enlisting in the 
service of the Crown; and he became a major. His name was 
in the Act of 1778, in which over three hundred Refugees were 
proscribed and forbidden to return. He died on Long Island 
in 1783, leaving a wife, Joanna White, whom he married 
about the year 1770, and two daughters, Anna and Mary, at 
Plymouth ; the former became the wife of Dr. Nathan Hay- 
ward, and the latter the wife of Henry Warren, father of the 
late Judge Charles Henry Warren. Mrs. Pelham Winslow 
continued to live in Plymouth till her death in 1829.1 


are enrolled on the Records, — some one hundred in number; but brief notices 
are given in the notes of those who were invited to meet the Club at the first and 
second celebrations of the anniversary, in 1769 and 1770. 

1 See Sabine; Davis’s Landmarks; Proc. Mass. Hist. Soc., vol. xxii. p. 29, 
vol. xviii. p. 268. 
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Thomas Lothrop, the Secretary of the Club, was a brother 
of Isaac, its President. He was born in 1740; married in 1773 
Lydia, daughter of Nathaniel Goodwin, and had children, 
Caleb and Harriet. Harriet married Chandler Robbins, son 
of the Rev. Chandler Robbins, minister of the First Parish in 
Plymouth. Thomas, the Secretary, died in 1794.) 

Elkanah Cushman, the Steward and Treasurer of the Club, 
a descendant of Robert, was the son of Elkanah, of Plympton. 
He was born Nov. 13,1741; married Mary, daughter of Ansel 
Lothrop ; and had a son, Elkanah, who was born in Plymouth 
June 1, 1769, and died in Boston, June 13, 1841. This son, 
Elkanah, married, first, Dec. 26, 1790, Susannah Wendell Lo- 
throp, who died Feb, 8, 1815; and second, Oct. 18, 1815, Mary 
Elizabeth Babbit, who was the mother of Charlotte Saunders 
Cushman, the distinguished actress, born in Boston, July 23, 
1816. He had six children by his first wife and five by the 
second, Elkanah, the Steward of the Club, was probably a 
Loyalist and Refugee. Ina list of ‘* Refugees from the County 
of Plymouth,” found among the Winslow Papers, his name 
appears from the town of Plymouth; and Sabine (vol. ii. 
p- 503) says that “ he was a petty officer of the customs,” and 
that “in 1776 he embarked at Boston for Halifax with the 
British army.” In a list of persons who embarked from Bos- 
ton on the evacuation, taken from a paper in the handwrit- 
ing of Walter Barrell, Inspector-General, who was one of 
them, is “ Elkanah Cushman, Zidesman,” with a solitary “1” 
against his name, showing that he embarked alone.” 

John Thomas, son of Nathaniel, of Plymouth, by a third 
wife, Elizabeth Gardner, was born in 1745, and graduated at 
Harvard College in 1765. A daughter of Nathaniel’s second 
wife married General John Thomas of the Revolution. John, 
the subject of this notice, owned and probably built the Old 
Colony Hall, in Market Street, in which the Club held its 
meetings, This property he sold when he left the country 
to Thomas Davis, Jr., and LeBaron Bradford. He married 
Anna, daughter of Thomas Mayhew. He left Plymouth 
probably in 1780, and in 1815 was living in Liverpool, Nova 
Scotia. He died in 1823.3 

1 See’Thacher’s Plymouth, p. 176; Davis’s Landmarks. 

2 See Proc. Mass. Hist. Soc., vol. xxii. p. 234, vol. xviii. p. 266; Cushman 


Genealogy, passim. 
® See Sabine, vol. ii. p. 352; Davis's Landmarks, pt. i. pp. 236, 237, pt. ii, 
49 
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Edward Winslow, Jr., whose name often occurs in these 
Records without the “ Jr.,”” was a descendant of the first 
Edward, and a son of Edward, the brother of General John. 
Edward, Jr., was born in 1746, and graduated at Harvard Col- 
lege in 1765. He was Naval Officer at Plymouth, and, jointly 
with his father, Register of Wills. Adhering to the Crown in 
sympathy with his father, he joined the royal army in Boston, 
went to Lexington with Lord Percy, was appointed by Gen- 
eral Gage Collector of Boston and Register of Wills in Suf- 
folk; went to Halifax on the evacuation, and was made there, 
by Sir William Howe, Secretary of the Board of General 
Officers, with Lord Percy President, to distribute donations 
to the troops; went to New York, was appointed Muster- 
Master-General of the forces, and remained in that capacity 
during the war. In 1779 he was chosen by the Refugees in 
Rhode Island their commander, and served during two cam- 
paigns ; he went to Halifax with his father, and was there Mili- 
tary Secretary until his father’s death in 1784. Next year he 
went to New Brunswick as one of the King’s Council and 
Paymaster of Contingencies, and died at Fredericton in 1815, 
aged seventy. He married Mary Symonds after he left Ply- 
mouth, and had many children. He has the honor of having 
delivered, Dec. 22, 1770, the earliest address in commemoration 
of the landing of the Pilgrims, a record of which is here 
preserved. Elkanah Watson, in the ** Men and Times of 
the Revolution,” 2d ed. p. 85, says of him: ‘* He joined the 
army, and in the expedition to Lexington was its guide, acting 
as aid to Lord Percy. In that battle he had a horse shot 
under him. He was a manly, noble, splendid fellow; gen- 
erous to a fault, a gentleman in feeling, and elegant in per- 
son. An only son to bear up his distinguished name, he was 
naturally the idol of his father as well as of two maiden sisters 
of rare accomplishments. His father remained at Plymouth, 
isolated among his Whig relations, and deprived, by the dis- 
asters of the times and the approaching conflict, of every 
means of support, although accustomed to all the luxuries of 
wealth.” ! 


pp. 184, 262, and MS. notes; 2 Mass. Hist. Soc. Coll., pp. 776, 777; Proc. Mass. 
Hist. Soc., vol. xxii. p. 224. 

1 See Sabine; Proc. Mass. Hist. Soc., vol. xxii. pp. 224, 229-242; MS. notes 
of William T. Davis. 
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John Watson, the last surviving member of the Old Colony 
Club, son of John and nephew of George, was born in 
1747 ; graduated at Harvard College in 1766; married, first, 
in 1769, Lucia, daughter of Benjamin Marston, of Manchester ; 
second, in 1796, Eunice Marston, widow of Lazarus Goodwin. 
His sympathies in the Revolution were with the Loyalists, of 
whom there were many in the Old Colony; but he took the 
oath of allegiance and adhered to his country. He was the 
proprietor of Clark’s Island, which he inherited as the de- 
scendant of Elkanah Watson, one of the original grantees 
from the town of Plymouth. He lived there during the last 
forty years of his life. Dr. Thacher says: ‘* He always felt a 
peculiar attachment to the spot, as affording antiquarian asso- 
ciations, which he delighted to indulge in, and to recount 
to his family and friends.” He was President of the Pil- 
grim Society from 1821 to his death, Feb. 1, 1826. At the 
centennial celebration of the Landing, Dec. 22, 1820, when 
Mr. Webster delivered the oration, Mr. Watson as Vice- 
President, in the absence of the President, the Hon. Joshua 
Thomas, presided during the hours of dinner. For a full 
account of the celebration see Thacher’s ‘* Plymouth,” under 
this date. Among his children was Benjamin Marston Watson, 
whose son, Benjamin Marston, of * Hillside,” Plymouth, is the 
present owner of the Records of the Old Colony Club. 

Cornelius White, with the prefix of ‘‘Captain” in the Rec- 
ords, was elected a member July 12, 1769. He was a son of 
Gideon White and Joanna Howland, and was born in 1744. 
His tombstone recites that he “foundered at sea Sept. 22, 
1779.” He died unmarried. His sister Joanna married Pel- 
ham Winslow. His name appears in the list of Refugees from 
Plymouth, referred to above; and as “ Cornelius White, mari- 
ner, of Plymouth,” he was proscribed in the Act of 1778 and 
forbidden to return to the country.! 

Thomas Mayhew, Jr.,—son of Thomas Mayhew, who prob- 
ably came from Chilmark, Martha’s Vineyard, and was de- 
scended from Thomas, the common ancestor of the family, 
— was born in Plymouth in 1744. He probably shared the 
political sentiments of his father, who was a Whig.? 

1 See Russell’s Pilgrim Memorials, 3d ed. p. 79. 


2 See Indian Converts, etc., by Experience Mayhew, London, 1727, p. 280; 
Davis’s Landmarks. 
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Oakes Angier was a son of the Rev. John, minister of East 
Bridgewater, who for a short time taught school in Plymouth. 
Oakes, whose grandmother was a daughter of the Rev. Urian 
Oakes, was born in 1745, graduated at Harvard College in 
1763, read law with John Adams, settled in West Bridgewater, 
and became an eminent lawyer.! 

Alexander Scammell was at this time teacher of the public 
grammar school in Plymouth. He was born in Mendon, now 
Milford, Massachusetts, and graduated in 1769 at Harvard 
College. His name disappears from these Records after April 
1, 1771; and in August following he served in some capacity 
on board the armed sloop *“ Lord Chatham,” bound from the 
Piscataqua River to Boston. He served in the army during the 
Revolution, was Colonel of the Third New Hampshire regi- 
ment, was made Adjutant-General of the Continental Army by 
Congress, and on the 30th of September, at the siege of York- 
town, where he commanded a chosen corps of light infantry, 
he was wounded ; he died the following month while a pris- 
oner at Williamsburg. Colonel David Humphreys wrote a 
monumental epitaph, which was placed over his grave, in 
which occur these lines: — 


** Brave Scammel’s fame, to distant regions known, 
Shall last beyond this monumental stone, 
Which conquering armies (from their toils returned) 
Reared to his glory, while his fate they mourned.” ? 


Samuel Adams, the twelfth and last member who signed the 
Constitution of the Club, and whose name appears in the 
Records as “ Captain” Adams, had several times attended 
the meetings “ by invitation,” and, having expressed a wish to 
become a member, was elected March 25, 1772. He was prob- 
ably a sea-captain. He attended but two meetings of the Club 
after his election, the last on April 15; and at a meeting 
on the following January, a notice is taken of the death of 
“brother Adams,” which had occurred on the 5th of the pre- 
ceding August, at Cape St. Nicholas Mole, a port on the 
extreme northwest side of Haiti. 


1 See Mitchell’s Bridgewater, pp. 106, 107; Davis’s Landmarks, pp. 111, 112. 
2 See Allen’s Biographical Dictionary ; Davis’s Landmarks, pt. i. p. 113; 
Humphreys’ Works, p. 195, ed. of 1804. 
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Old Colony Club. 
January 13, 1769. 


We whose names are underwritten, having maturely weighed and 
seriously considered the many disadvantages and inconveniences that 
arise from intermixing with the company at the taverns in this town 
of Plymouth, and apprehending that a well regulated club will have 
a tendency to prevent the same, and to increase not only the pleasure 
and happiness of the respective members, but also will conduce to their 
edification and instruction, do hereby incorporate ourselves into a soci- 
ety by the name of the Old Colony Club; for the better regulation of 
which we do consent and agree to observe all such rules and Jaws as 
shall from time to time be made by the Club. Dated at our Hall in 
Plymouth the day and year above written. 


Isaac Lothrop John Watson 

Pelham Winslow Cornelius White July 12" 
Thomas Lothrop Thomas Mayhew Jun‘ 
Elkanah Cushman Oakes Angier 

John Thomas Alxd’ Scammell 


Edward Winslow Jun’ Samuel Adams. 


January 13. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club at our Hall in 
Plymouth this thirteenth day of January, a. p. 1769. 


Present: Mr. Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 
Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow | Members of 
Thomas Lathrop John Watson said Club. 
Elkanah Cushman 


The following rules and laws were voted and made; namely, — 

1. The members to be at the room at candle-lighting, and not to 
remain there after eleven o'clock. 

2. Any person who shall manifest a desire to be admitted as a mem- 
ber shall be proposed at a full meeting, and shall not be admitted with- 
out the unanimous vote of the Club, and paying his proportion of the 
value of the stores that shall be in stock at the time of his admission. 

3. If either of the members shall at any time be desirous of quitting 
the Club, he shall first pay to the steward his proportion of such sums 
as the Club may be in arrears at the time of his dismission. 

4, No member of this Club shall invite any gentleman of this town 
without the consent of the major part of the Club, nor any stranger 
without the approbation of one or more of the Club. 

5. Whatever articles of stores, etc., shall be thought necessary for the 
use of the Club, a list of them shall be made out by the steward with 
their supposed value, and each member’s proportion advanced to him. 
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6. The Steward at the end of every quarter shall render an account 
of all the articles purchased for the use of the Club, and produce his 
vouchers, and if it appears that he has expended more money than was 
advanced to him he shall immediately be reimbursed by the Club; and 
if he is in arrears it shall be carried to the Club’s credit for another 
quarter. 

7. If it should so happen that any difference or quarrel should arise 
at any meeting of the Club between any of its members, it shall be set- 
tled and adjusted by the majority of the others then present, and the 
aggressor (by the determination of said majority) shall make such 
acknowledgment and satisfaction as shall be enjoined him, and no 
member shall make mention of any such quarrel or dispute at any 
time or place out of Club. 

8. That the Club meet on every Widaesley evening. At said 
meeting Mr. Edward Winslow, Jun‘, being previously desired by the 
Club to purchase certain stores, etc, presented his account with his 
vouchers for acceptance, which was allowed of by the Club, and ordered 
to be recorded, and is as follows; namely, — 


To cash p* Cap! Elkanah Watson as # note on file . 13.6 
To ditto p' Mr. Thomas Wethrell # ditto. . . . 11.5 
To ditto p' Mr. Jonathan Diman # ditto . . . . 11.2) 
To ditto p’ Mr. Nathaniel Goodwin # ditto . . . 2. 
To ditto p’ Mr. John Russell @ receipt. . . . . 6. 
To ditto p* Mr. Isaac Symmes ® note . . . . .. 8 
To ditto p’ Mr. Thomas Doten # ditto. . . . . 19.4 
Reimbursed to Mr. Edward Winslow. . . . £3.4.14 


Voted, That Mr. Elkanah Cushman shall be Steward of this Club, and . 
in consideration of the trouble he will be at in the execution of his office 
he shall be exempted from any expenses of the Club. 

Voted, That the Steward shall present the compliments of the Club to 
Capt Elk* Watson and Dr. Nath. Lothrop, and desire their company 
at our Hall on the next Wednesday evening. 


oamaeey 18. Present, all the members. Capt. Watson eer 
Dock Lethon » t By invitation. 


Mr. Steward’s bill presented and accepted; namely, — 


Thomas Wetherell’s account .1 . 2} 
Cap! Watson’s ditto -1.23 Reimbursed . 3 . 9 
Elk? Cushman -1.4 


Voted, That the steward present the compliments of the Club to Wil- 
liam Watson, Esq‘, and M‘ Ephraim Spooner, and desire their company 
at our Hall on the next Wednesday evening. 
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January 25. At another meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 

Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow Jun" } Members. 

Elkanah Cushman 
William Watson Esq‘ 
M: Ephraim Spooner 
M‘ Ephraim Spooner (hearing some one of the members object to 
the boy’s carrying the mug out of the room for water) was kind 
enough to offer the Club a large can, for which he had the thanks of 
the members present; and after the gentlemen by invitation had with- 
drawn, the following vote passed: Voted, That M! John Russell and 

M' Thomas South: Howland be invited the next Club night. 


By invitation. 


February 1. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Thomas Lothrop 
Elkanah Cushman 
Edward Winslow 
John Watson 
M: John Russell 
M: T. South: Howland 
Voted, That no invitation be given to any one till the next Club 
night. 
February 8. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Members. 


; By invitation. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Thomas Lothrop 
Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow J‘ ' Members. 
Elk* Cushman John Watson 


Voted, That the steward lay before the Club at their next meeting 
a draught of the Old Colony Coat of Arms proper to be engraved on a 
plate for a mug. 


February 15. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 
Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow & > Members. 
Elkanah Cushman John Watson 


Voted, That the steward (he having presented a draught) shall engrave 
on a silver plate the figures represented on said draught for a mug. 


February 22. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members. 

Capt Thomas Matthews by invitation. 

Voted, That our Pelham Winslow shall procure Lex Mercatoria for 
the use of the Club. 
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This night the silver plate (agreeable to the vote of the last meet- 
ing) was produced by the Steward and unanimously approved, and the 
thanks of the Club given him for his ingenious performance.! 


March 1. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 
Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow & } Members. 
Elkanah Cushman John Watson 


March 8. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 
Pelham Winslow John Watson Members. 
Thomas Lothrop , 


Mr. Edward noma By invitation. 
Capt. Staunton 


March 15. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop 
Pelham Winslow 
Elkanah Cushman & 
John Watson 


Cap‘ Watson by invitation. 


Members. 


March 22. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 
Pelham Winslow & Members. 
Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow 


March 29, At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 


April 5. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 


Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow & } Members. 
Elkanah Cushman John Watson 


This night Lex Mercatoria was brought into Club.” 


1 The Old Colony Coat of Arms which the steward was instructed to engrave 
on a silver plate was probably that represented in the volume of Laws of the 
Colony, published in 1685, and copied by Judge Davis into his edition of the 
Memorial, p. 9. Whether the plate was ever put to the use designed is not 
known. 

2 “Lex Mercatoria in Rediviva, or the Merchant’s Directory,” etc., a book 
compiled by Wyndham Beawes, merchant, consul at Seville and St. Lucan (first 
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Quarterly Night. 


April 12. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 


Robert Treat Paine Esq’ 
Daniel Leonard Esq‘ 
Mr. John Sprague & 
Mr. Oakes Angier 
This night ends the first quarter, held at M' Jona. Dimans front 
room. 
M! Steward presents his account current, stands C' 6.0. 2¢ 
Balance carried new account 10.5} 5.9.8} 
Add what M! Ed: Winslow first advanced 3.4.1} 


Expense for first quarter amounts to . - » « 8.12.99 


By invitation. 


April 19. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 


Pelham Winslow John Thomas Members. 
Thomas Lothrop 


Doctor Charles Stockbridge & ) invitation 
M Isaac LeBaron y ° 


This night begins a new quarter. Rent commences to M! John 
Thomas for Old Colony Hall @ 16/8 @ Quarter.! 


April 26. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 
Thomas Lothrop & Members. 
Elkanah Cushman John Watson 


Cap‘ Allen of the Marines on board the “ Romney ” by invitation.? 


edition, 1750; second edition, 1761). Harvard College has a copy of the fourth 
edition, 1783, edited by Thomas Mortimer. The last edition was edited by 
J. Chitty, 1815. No trace of this copy can now be found in Plymouth. 

1 The meetings of the Club for the first quarter ending April 12 were “held at 
Mr. Jonathan Diman’s front room,” on the corner of North and Court Streets. 
The Old Colony Hall, in which the Club thenceforward continued to hold its 
meetings, was on Market Street. It was built by John Thomas, one of the mem- 
bers of the Club, and not unlikely, as Mr. Davis (Landmarks of Plymouth, p. 237) 
thinks, for its use and occupation. It was for many years the most considerable 
hall in Plymouth, and has only recently been removed. 

2 The British man-of-war “ Romney,” of fifty or sixty guns, arrived in Boston 
harbor from Halifax a few days before the seizure by the custom-house authori- 
ties of Hancock’s sloop “ Liberty,” June 10, 1768; and she gave protection to 
the officers from the mob which the seizure had occasioned. Subsequently, on 
the first of October, she was one of “ near upon fourteen ships of war lying with 
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May 3. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow ooo 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson apie 


May 10. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club at the new Hall. 
Present, all the members. 
M° Joseph Church and M‘ Thomas Mayhew by invitation. 


May 17. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 

Pelham Winslow § Edward Winslow >} Members. 

Thomas Lothrop 
The Hon” John Winslow Esq’ 
Nathaniel Ray Thomas Esq‘ 
M: Oakes Angier 
Doctor Charles Stockbridge 
Doctor Isaac Winslow & 
M: Thomas Mayhew Jun. 


By invitation. 


May 24. Ata meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop 
Thomas Lothrop 
Edward Winslow 
John Watson 


M° Joseph Church and M' Thomas Mayhew by invitation. 


Members. 


May 31. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. Present, all the 
members. 
June 7. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Elk* Cushman 
Pelham Winslow John Thomas, 
Thomas Lothrop 


June 14. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 
Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow & 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson. 


M' Ephraim Spooner by invitation. 


their broadsides to the town, having springs on their cables,” to cover the landing 
in Boston of the two regiments from Halifax. The “ Romney ” would seem to 
be lying in the harbor of Plymouth at this time. See Gordon’s American Revo- 
lution, London ed., vol. i. pp. 231-233, 247. 
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June 21. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 


Cap! Joseph Trumble & M*‘ Samuel Adams by invitation. 
June 28. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 
Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow Members. 
Elkanah Cushman John Watson 


Cap! Cornelius White by invitation. 


July 5. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 

Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow Members. 

Thomas Lothrop John Watson 
Robert Treat Paine Esq’ 
Daniel Leonard Esq‘ i ee 
M! Oakes Angier & By _—_— 
Cap! Cornelius White. 


Quarterly Night. 
July 12. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman i Mnabeve: 
Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow 
Cap! Cornelius White having manifested a desire to be admitted 
a member of this Club, he was in a full meeting the last Club night 


proposed (agreeable to law), and this night by a unanimous vote was 
admitted. 


M Steward presented his bill for the last — ending this night, 
amounting to . . - - 10.17.10 


which was accepted and @ischarged.. 


July 19. Ata meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present: Pelham Winslow John Thomas 
Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White {sender 
Elkanah Cushman Edward Winslow 
M' Oakes Angier by invitation. 
July 26. Ata meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present : Thomas Lothrop 


Elkanah Cushman ! Members. 
Edward Winslow 


M' John Russell 


M' Lemuel LeBaron & bay invitation. 
| Mw Graves 
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August 2. Ata meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 
Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow ' Members. 
Elkanah Cushman John Watson 


M! Oakes Angier 

M' Edward Clarke By invitation. 

M‘ Thomas Mayhew 

M' Thomas Mayhew having manifested an inclination or desire to 

be admitted a member of this Club, and having been approved, it was 
voted that M*: Steward (when all the members are in town) should 
notify a meeting for that purpose, and for regulating some other particular 
matters of the Club. 


August 9. Ata meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson & oats 
Elkanah Cushman Cornelius White 
M’* Thomas Mayhew ci iss 
Capt Henry Kellom \ a aaa 


August 16. Ata meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 
Pelham Winslow Cornelius White 
Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow 
Elkavah Cushman John Watson 
Cap' Elkanah Watson and M! Edward Clarke by invitation. 
Voted, That those members who belong to this Club and whose busi- 
ness may call them out of the Province shall pay 2/3 a night to the 
Club while in the government, until further regulations be made in this 
matter. 


Members. 


August 22. At an occasional meeting of the Old Colony Club called 
agreeable to the vote of the 2d instant, Mt Thomas Mayhew, Jun‘, was 
admitted a member thereof by the unanimous vote of the Club. 

Voted, That Pelham Winslow, Thomas Lothrop, and Edward Winslow 
be a committee to draw a form for the admission of future members. 


August 23. Ata meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 


M! Morson of Dominica 
Cap! Hanson of Jamaica 
M! Andrew Thomson 
M: Edward Clarke 


By invitation. 
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August 30. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 


Capt Abraham Hammatt 
M! Andrew Thomson 
M' John Russell & 

M' Robert Brown 


Gentlemen by invitation. 


September 6. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Thomas Mayhew 
Pelham Winslow Cornelius White 
Elkanah Cushman Edward Winslow & { Members. 
John Thomas John Watson 
Capt Solomon Davis ) Gentlemen 
Major John Vassall & by 
M’ John Russell invitation. 


September 13. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 
Pelham Winslow Thomas Mayhew 
Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White & { Members. 
Elkanah Cushman John Watson 
Cap' Abraham Hammatt by invitation. 


Voted an occasional meeting to-morrow at twelve of the clock, at 
the request of M‘ Steward, in order to raise some cash. 


September 14. At an occasional meeting of the Old Colony Club, 
called agreeable to the vote of last night, M' Steward’s request was 
answered. 


September 20. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow Thomas Mayhew 
Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White 
Elkanah Cushman & 
John Thomas John Watson 


September 27. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members, and M‘ Oakes Angier by invitation. 


Members. 


October 4. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members, and M! Oakes Angier, R. T. Paine, 
D. Leonard, and Cap! Hill by invitation. 

Mr! Oakes Angier having manifested a desire to be admitted a mem- 
ber of this Club, it was voted that an occasional meeting should be 
called the 7th instant for that purpose. 
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October 7. At an occasional meeting of the Old Colony Club, agree- 
able to the vote last Club night, M‘ Oakes Angier was admitted a 
member of this Club by a unanimous vote. 


Quarterly Night. 


11" At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow 
Pelham Winslow John Watson 
Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White 
Elkanah Cushman Thomas Mayhew 

Col? Thomas Oliver Edward Winslow Esq! & ») By 

Richard Lechmere Esq! Cap‘ Gideon White Fictian, 


M! Steward presented his bill for the last neer ending this night, 
amounting to. : » « « 8.12.4} 
which was allowed and discharged. 


Members. 


October 18, At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow 
Pelham Winslow Cornelius White 
Thomas Lothrop & Members. 


Elkanah Cushman Thomas Mayhew . 
Cap‘ Elkanah Watson and M' Abraham Hammatt, Jun., by invitation. 


Voted, That Mess” Pelham Winslow, Elk* Cushman, and Tho? May- 
hew be a committee to see what repairs the Hall requires, and consult 
with carpenters to know the expense and report accordingly. 


October 25. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop John Watson 
Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White Membe 
Elkanah Cushman & — 


Edward Winslow Thomas Mayhew 


Doctor Charles Russell & Cap! Samuel Doggett Gentlemen by 


invitation. 
November 1. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop John Watson 
Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White 
Edward Winslow & Members. 


John Thomas Thomas Mayhew 
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November 8. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow Elkanah vg Membe 
Thomas Lothrop Thomas Mayhew spate 


November 15. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Pelham Winslow John Watson 


Tho? Lothrop Cornelius White | yr. 
Elkanah Cushman & embers. 


Edward Winslow Thomas Mayhew 


Voted, That every member each Club night shall at the Hall deposit 
half a pistareen for the use of the Club. And at said meeting Mr. 
Elkanah Cushman was chosen Treasurer to receive and account for the 
money to be deposited agreeable to the above vote. 

Voted, That Oakes Angier shall be accountable for his half pistareen 
only such nights as he shall meet with the Club, and that Cornelius 
White and Thomas Mayhew be accountable for their half pistareens 
while in the Province. 

The committee chosen the 18th of October having reported, Voted 
that the said committee contract with carpenters to repair the Hall and 
report the expense. 

November 22. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members except Mr. Angier. 


Col? Stephen Miller & ; By invitati 
M' Elisha Lord ‘Aiea 


November 29. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 


December 6. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Thomas Lothrop John Watson 


Elkanah Cushman Cornelius White Members. 
John Thomas & 


Edward Winslow Thomas Mayhew 
M° Elisha Lord by invitation. 


December 13. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 
R. T. Paine Esq‘ M* Alexander Scammell By 
Dan! Leonard Esq! Mi Peleg Wadsworth invitation. 
The committee chosen the 15th of November last to repair the Hall 


etc., reported that the expense of said repairs amounted (as # particular 
bill ‘exhibited) to .. se » SALT LE 


which report was accepted, and the bill discharged. 
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December 20. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop ' Edward Winslow 
Pelham Winslow Cornelius White 
Elkanah Cushman Thomas Mayhew 
John Thomas 
Cap Elk* Watson by invitation. 


Voted, That the steward purchase a cheese with the money now in 
the treasury. 

Voted, That Friday next be kept by this Club in commemoration of 
the first landing of our worthy ancestors in this place. That the Club 
dine together at M' Howland’s,’ and that a number of gentlemen be 
invited to spend the evening with us at the.Old Colony Hall. 


Members. 


Old Colony Day. 
Friday, December 22. The Old Colony Club, agreeable to a vote 


passed the 20th instant, met in commemoration of the landing of their 
worthy ancestors in this place. On the morning of said day, after dis- 
charging a cannon, was hoisted upon the Hall an elegant silk flag with 
the following inscription, “ Old Colony 1620.” At eleven o’clock A. M. 
the members of the Club appeared at the Hall, and from thence pro- 
ceeded to the house of M' Howland, innholder (which is erected upon the 
‘ spot where the first licensed House in the Old Colony formerly stood). 
At half after two a decent repast was served up, which consisted of the 
following dishes ; namely, — 

1. A large baked Indian whortleberry pudding. 

2. A dish of sauquetash.? 

3. A dish of clams. 

4, A dish of oysters and a dish of codfish. 

5. A haunch of venison roasted by the first jack brought to the 
Colony. 

6. A dish of sea-fowl. 

7. A ditto of frost-fish and eels. 

8. An apple pie. 

9. A course of cranberry tarts, and cheese made in the Old Colony ; 
dressed in the plainest manner (all appearances of luxury and extrava- 
gance being avoided, in imitation of our worthy ancestors whose mem- 
ory we shall ever respect). At four o’clock p. M., the members of our 
Club, headed by the steward carrying a folio volume of the laws of 


1 This was Thomas Southworth Howland, so often the guest of the Club. He 
was son of Consider Howland, who had also been an innholder. The house 
stood on the north side of North Street, where the house owned by Nathaniel 
Morton now stands. (See Davis’s Landmarks, pt. i. p. 172.) 

? Succotash: maize and beans boiled together. 
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the Old Colony, hand in hand marched in procession to the Hall. Upon 
the appearance of the procession in the front of the Hall a number of 
descendants from the first settlers in the Old Colony drew up in a regu- 
lar file and discharged a volley of small arms, succeeded by three 
cheers, which were returned by the Club, and the gentlemen gener- 
ously treated. After this appeared at the Private Grammar School 
opposite the Hall a number of young gentlemen, pupils of M! Wads- 
worth,’ who to express their joy upon this occasion, and their respect 
for the memory of their ancestors, in the most agreeable manner joined 
in singing a song very applicable to the day. At sun setting a cannon 
was discharged and the flag struck. 

In the evening the Hall was illuminated, and the following gentlemen 
(being previously invited) joined the Club; namely, — 


Col® George Watson Cap! Thomas Davis 

Col? James Warren Doctor Nath! Lothrop 
James Hovey Esq‘ M*‘ John Russell 

Thomas Mayhew Esq‘ M: Edward Clarke’ 
William Watson Esq‘ MS Alexander Scammel 
Cap' Gideon White M! Peleg Wadsworth 

Cap! Elkanah Watson M' Tho* South : Howland.? 


The President (being seated in a large and venerable chair which 
was formerly possessed by William Bradford, the second worthy 
Governor of the Old Colony, and presented to the Club by our friend 


1 Peleg Wadsworth taught a private school in Plymouth at this time, while 
his classmate, Alexander Scammell, taught the public school here. The house 
in which the school was kept, “opposite the Hall,” was that known as the 
Lazarus Symmes house, and it is referred to by Sewall in his Diary. Wadsworth 
was a native of Duxbury, and a son of Deacon Peleg. He married, in 1772, 
Elizabeth, daughter of Samuel Bartlett, of Plymouth. He was in the War of 
the Revolution, became a Major-General, and gained distinction. He afterward 
settled in Portland, Maine, and was prominent in political life. His eldest daughter, 
Zilpah, married Stephen Longfellow, and became the mother of the poet Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow. He died in Hiram, Maine, Nov. 18, 1829. (See Davis’s 
Landmarks ; Winsor’s Duxbury ; Drake’s Biographical Dictionary.) 

2 A brief sketch is here given of the persons invited to unite with the Club in 
the celebration of this first anniversary of the Landing of the Pilgrims: — 

Colonel George Watson, half-brother of William, noticed below, and uncle of 
John of the Club, was born in 1718; married, 1748, Abigail, daughter of Richard 
Saltonstall, and had George and another son. He married next, in 1753, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Peter Oliver, and had Mary, 1754, who married Elisha Hutchinson ; 
George, 1757; Sarah, 1759, who married Martin Brimmer, the grandfather of 
the present Martin, of Boston; Elizabeth, 1767, who married, first, Thomas Russell, 
of Boston, and, second, Sir Grenville Temple. He married, third, Mrs. Phebe 
Scott. Sir Grenville Temple Temple, son of his daughter Elizabeth, born 1799, 
married Mary, daughter of George Baring, brother of Lord Ashburton. Colonel 

61 
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Dr. Lazarus LeBaron of this town)! delivered the following toasts suc- 
cessively to the company ; namely, — 


Watson was a Loyalist during the Revolution, but he took the oath of allegiance 
and was a good citizen. Dr. Thacher, who notices his death under Dec. 13, 
1800, at the advanced age of eighty-three, commends him as possessed of every 
virtue under heaven. His gravestone has these lines written by Judge Davis : — 


“* No folly wasted his paternal store, 
No guilt nor sordid avarice made it more ; 
With honest fame and sober plenty crowned 
He lived, and spread his cheering influence round. 
Pure was his walk, and peaceful was his end ; 
We blessed his reverend length of days, 
And hailed him in the public ways, 
With veneration and with praise, 
Our father and our friend.” 


James Warren, son of James and grandson of James, was born in 1726. All 
the three Jameses in succession bore the office of sheriff, — the first 1699 to 1700, 
the second 1733 to 1762, the third 1762 to 1779. He graduated at Harvard Col- 
lege in 1745, was Paymaster-General in the continental army, Major-General of 
Militia, and succeeded Dr. Joseph Warren as President of the Provincial Con- 
gress. He is said to have suggested to Samuel Adams the formation of Com- 
mittees of Correspondence. He married Mercy Otis, daughter of James Otis, of 
Barnstable, and sister of the patriot, and died in 1805. 

James Hovey, born in 1709, was son of Ivory Hovey, of Ipswich, and brother 
of the Rev. Ivory. He married, in 1735, Lydia, daughter of John Atwood. He 
lived in Plymouth in what is now the Central House, built by Nathaniel Clark, 
one of the Councillors of Andros, and son of Thomas Clark of the “ Ann,” 1623. 
(W. T. Davis’s MS. notes.) . 

Thomas Mayhew, the father of Thomas, Jr., of the Club, was probably son 
of Jonathan, of Chilmark. He married, in 1740, Mary, daughter of Thomas With- 
erell, sometimes a guest of the Club, and had Mary, 1742; Thomas, 1744; Anna, 
1746, and others. He was Naval Officer of the Port of Plymouth for several 
years, was a zealous Whig and a Justice of the Peace. On Feb. 11, 1778,a 
petition was addressed to him as Justice of the Peace by Andrew Croswell, 
“Clerk of the Committee of Correspondence, Inspection, and Safety for the 
Town of Plymouth,” representing “that there is in the opinion of said Com- 
mittee sufficient reason to suspect [twenty-one persons are here named] as 
inimical to the United States,” and he is requested ‘to proceed immediately 
against the above-named persons agreeably to an Act of said State passed the 
present session of the General Court, entitled an Act for prescribing and estab- 
lishing an oath of fidelity and allegiance.” Mayhew accordingly issued his war- 
rant to the sheriff to notify the several persons named to appear on the twelfth 
day of February to take the oath prescribed, which duty he performed. There 
was a large assemblage and considerable excitement. Dr. Thacher says that “the 
persons arrested were Tories, but highly respectable; they were treated with 
lenity, and having complied with the requirements of the law were liberated, and 
consequently found among our most peaceable and useful citizens.” Among the 
persons named in the clerk's notice was Edward Winslow, who subsequently 
left the country and never returned. Three members of the Club had already 


1 This old chair is now in possession of Mrs. William Hedge, of Plymouth, in 
fine-preservation. 
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1. To the memory of our brave and pious ancestors the first settlers 
of the Old Colony. 


left the country or joined the enemy: Pelham Winslow, Edward Winslow, Jr., 
and Cornelius White. (Davis’s Landmarks, p. 188; Thacher’s Plymouth, 2d ed. 
pp. 207, 210.) For the Act of the State relating to Allegiance and Fidelity, 
giving the form of the oath, and also the Act of Proscription and Banishment, 
and prohibiting the return of nearly three hundred persons named in it, see 
“ Acts and Resolves of Massachusetts,” vol. v. pp. 912-917; and for the Act of 
Confiscation, p. 966 et seq. 

William Watson, half-brother of George, was born in 1730, and graduated at 
Harvard College in 1751. His father, John, son of the first Elkanah, had married, 
in 1715, Sarah, daughter of Daniel Rogers, of Ipswich, by whom he had John and 
George; by a second wife, he had William and Elkanah. William, the subject of 
our notice, married, in 1756, Elizabeth, daughter of Benjamin Marston, of Manches- 
ter; and one of the children, Ellen, married Judge John Davis. He was ranked 
among the Whigs and patriots of the Revolution. In 1775 he was made by the 
Provincial Congress the first postmaster in the town. In 1782 he was appointed 
Naval Officer of the Port, and served until the adoption of the Constitution in 
1789, and was then appointed, by Washington, Collector of the Port, and served 
until 1803. He died April 22, 1815. (See Thacher’s Plymouth, p. 228; Davis’s 
Landmarks.) 

Gideon White, born in Marshfield in 1718, was great-grandson of Peregrine, 
and father of Cornelius of the Club, and of Gideon, Jr., who became a Refugee. 
He married Joanna Howland in 1744, and moved to Plymouth, where he died 
March 3, 1779. He was a zealous Loyalist, but remained in the country and took 
the oath of allegiance. The Whites and Winslows, all connected with Marsh- 
field, were inclined to loyalty. Sabine gives an interesting account of the son 
Gideon, the Refugee, and of his descendants, 

Elkanah Watson, son of Jolin, was brother of William, and half-brother of 
George. He was born in 1732; married, in 1754, Patience, daughter of Benjamin 
Marston, of Manchester, and was father of Elkanah, commemorated in the volume 
“Men and Times of the Revolution, or Memoirs of Elkanah Watson,” etc., 2d 
ed. 1857, and of Marston, an early member of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, who was father of the late John Lee Watson, formerly Rector of Trinity 
Church in Boston. (Davis’s Landmarks, and MS. notes.) 

Thomas Davis, son of Thomas and Katherine Wendel, of Albany, was born 
in Albany in 1722; came to Plymouth in 1737 from North Carolina, where his 
father had moved, and became here an extensive merchant. He married, in 
1753, Mercy, daughter of Barnabas Hedge, and was father of Sarah, Thomas, 
William, John, Samuel, Isaac P., and Wendell. He lived and died in Town 
Square, and he set out the elms, now so conspicuous there. He died in 1785. His 
grandson William, son of William, married Joanna, daughter of Capt. Gideon 
White, of Shelburne; and their children, Charles Gideon Davis and William 
Thomas Davis, now live in Plymouth. 

Dr. Nathaniel Lothrop was brother of Isaac and Thomas Lothrop, Presi- 
dent and Secretary of the Club, and was born in 1737 ; graduated at Harvard 
College in 1756; and before his death was, with the exception of Dr. Holyoke, 
the oldest graduate. He died Oct. 9, 1828, aged ninety-two. He is commemo- 
rated by Dr. Thacher in his History of Plymouth. 

John Russell was a merchant from Grenock, Scotland, and married in Ply- 
mouth, in 1757, Mercy, daughter of Nathaniel Foster, and was the progenitor 
of the Russell family here. He was the grandfather of Dr. LeBaron Russell and 
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2. To the memory of John Carver and all the other worthy govern- 
ors of the Old Colony. 

8. To the memory of that pious man and faithful historian Mr. Secre- 
tary Morton. 

4. To the memory of that brave man and good officer Cap! Miles 
Standish. 

5. To the memory of Massasoit, our first and best friend and ally 
of the natives. 

6. To the memory of Mr. Robert Cushman, who preached the first 
sermon in New England.! 

7. The union of the Old Colony and the Massachusetts. 

8. May every person be possessed of the same noble sentiments 
against arbitrary power that our worthy ancestors were endowed with. 


great-grandfather of William G. Russell, now living in Plymouth. He died in 
Middleborough, and was there buried. (W.'T. Davis’s MS. notes ) 

Edward Clarke was a Boston gentleman who was on a visit to Plymouth at 
this time. He married Elizabeth Watson, daughter of John Watson, and sister 
of John of the Club. 

Alexander Scammell became soon a member of the Club, and he is noticed 
with the other members in the remarks prefixed to the Records. A notice of 
Peleg Wadsworth appears at page 401, and of Mr. Howland on page 400. 

1 The sermon here attributed to Robert Cushman was first printed in London 
in 1622, as “A Sermon preached at Plimmoth in New-England December 9. 
1621. in an assemblie of his Majesties faithfull subiects, there inhabiting,” etc., 
with nothing to indicate its author or by whom it was preached. The next edi- 
tion, so far as known, was published in Boston in 1724. The publisher’s name is 
not given; but Prince wrote in his own copy, “ By Mr. S. Kneeland.” The title- 
page differs from that of the first edition, but no author or preacher is named. 
And Prince, who would have been more likely than any one else to furnish a copy 
of the first edition for Kneeland’s use, nowhere, in print or manuscript, shows that 
he had such information. The third edition was published at Plymouth in 1785 
by Coverly, who printed it from Kneeland’s edition. In an Appendix to this Judge 
John Davis supplied a sketch of Cushman, and his name is printed on the title- 
page. In this sketch is published for the first time the information that Cush- 
man was the preacher of the discourse. After speaking of Cushman’s arrival in 
Plymouth in the “ Fortune” on the 10th of November, returning on the 13th of 
December following, Judge Davis says: “ During his short residence at Ply- 
mouth, though a mere lay character, he delivered the preceding discourse, which 
was printed in London in 1622, and afterwards reprinted in Boston in 1724. 
And though his name is not prefixed to either edition, yet unquestionable tradi- 
tion renders it certain that he was the author, and even transmits to us a knowl- 
edge of the spot where it was delivered.” In his edition of the Memorial, at page 
74, Judge Davis says that Isaac Lothrop, Esq., often mentioned an intimation 
received from an aged relative that the sermon was delivered at the Common 
House of the plantation. It appears then that Isaac Lothrop was the depositary 
of the tradition ; and the earliest announcement of it on record was made by him 
as President of the Old Colony Club at its first commemoration, seated in Gover- 
nor Bradford’s chair, — delivered in the form of a toast to the memory of Robert 
Cushman. 
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9. May every enemy to civil or religious liberty meet the same or a 
worse fate than Archbishop Laud. 

10. May the Colonies be speedily delivered from all the burdens 
and oppressions they now labor under. 

11. A speedy and lasting union between Great Britain and her 
Colonies. 

12. Unanimity, prosperity, and happiness to the Colonies. 

After spending the evening in an agreeable manner in recapitulating 
and conversing upon the many and various adventures of our forefathers 
in the first settlement of this country and the growth and increase of 
the same, at eleven o’ the clock in the evening a cannon was again fired, 
three cheers given, and the Club and company withdrew. 

At said meeting a motion was made for surveying and planning the 
road from Plymouth to Smelt Brook in Weymouth, and from thence 
back again through Abington the nearest road to Plymouth. 

The Club thinking it of public utility to have a road nearer to the 
metropolis than the road commonly used, produced a paper to the com. 
pany then present, to which the Old Colony Club had subscribed thirty 
shillings towards defraying the expenses of said survey, which being 
approved of, the gentlemen present subscribed certain sums as ¥ origi- 
nal subscription. ‘The Club then nominated their steward, M' Elkanah 
Cushman, to be the surveyor, and he was unanimously chosen to that 
office by the company.! 


December 28. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop Thomas Mayhew 
John Thomas Oakes Angier. 
1770. January 3. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 


Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson & 
Cornelius White. 


January 10. Ata meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow 
Pelham Winslow John Watson 
Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White & 
Elkanah Cushman Thomas Mayhew. 
John Thomas 
Voted, That this meeting be adjourned to Saturday next, and that the 
steward notify the members to appear at the Hall at three o’ the clock 


1 It is understood that the survey was made, and that the road was built, and 
is now part of the highway. 
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in the afternoon of said day, then and there to settle the annual accounts 
of the Club, and to do and transact such other business as shall then 
be thought necessary. 


Quarterly Night. 


January 13. At a meeting of Old Colony Club agreeable to the vote 
passed the 10th instant, present, all the members except M‘ Angier. 
The Steward presented his accounts for this quarter (which ends 
the first year), which, together with his account as Treasurer, amounts 
to. Soot ee Se Oe. WO eS ais: Oe! Alen Me 9.1.1 
M® Isaac Lothrop being chosen a committee 
Edward Winslow & } to examine said accounts, 
John Watson reported 


That said accounts were right cast and well vouched, and that there 
remains a balance to the Club in the hands of the steward of 2.13. 2}, 
which is to be carried to the credit of next quarter. 

M' Thomas Lothrop was chosen Secretary to the Club for the ensuing 
year." 

Voted, That each member (instead of depositing half pistareen each 
Club night, agreeable to a vote the 15th of November) shall deposit one 
pistareen and a half, and that the occasional members shall be under the 
same regulations as was at that time established. 


January 17. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but M' Angier. 


January 24, At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but M! Thomas and M° Angier. 


January 31. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except M‘ Angier. 


February 7. At a meeting of Old Colony Club, 
Present, all the members except M! Watson. 


General Winslow Josiah Sturtevant Jun’ Esq‘ 
William Watson Esq! Cap‘ Christopher White B 
Cap‘ Elkanah Watson M«° Bryant ag Se 
Doctor Nath' Lothrop T.S. Howland oe 
M: M. A. Warwell 


1 This is the only record of the election of Thomas Lothrop as Secretary, 
yet he probably held that office from the start; and though the handwriting 
is not uniform throughout, the greater part of it is undoubtedly from his pen. 
There is no record, either, of the election of Isaac Lothrop as President; but 
the fact that he held that office is well understood. 
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February 8. This evening was read at the Hall the “ Provoked 
Husband,” a comedy, by M' M. A. Warwel, to a company of about forty 
gentlemen and ladies, by invitation of the Club. 


February 14. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but M' Angier and M' Watson. 
M' M. A. Warwel by invitation. 


February 21. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but Mr. Angier. 
M: M. A. Warwell by invitation. 


February 28, At a Meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except M' President and M' Watson. 


March 7. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except M'‘ Angier. 
Cap! Elk* Watson arene 
‘ B tation. 
Cap' Thos. Nicholson ¢ ia eae 
March 14. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except M‘ Angier, M! Thomas, and Tho? 
Mayhew. 
Cap‘ Simeon Samson by invitation. 


March 21. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members except Mess Thomas, Watson, and Angier. 
Cap‘ Elkanah Watson ot 
Doctor Nathaniel ree By invitation. 

March 28. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members except M' Angier. 


Capt Watson ‘ ae 
M: Ephraim Spooner By invitation, 

Major Ebenezer Miller of Brantree having (by the hand of our 
brother Thomas) presented to this Club an ancient Sachem wig and 
pipe, Voted, That the thanks of the Club be presented him therefor, and 
that Mess" Pelham Winslow, Thomas Lothrop, and Edward Winslow be 


a committee for that purpose. 


1 “The Provoked Husband, or Journey to London,” was one of Colley Cib- 
ber’s newly vamped plays, published in 1727, originally written and left unfin- 
ished by Sir John Vanbrugh. 
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April 4. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop John Watson 
Pelham Winslow Cornelius White Mnabers 
Thomas Lothrop & . 


Elkanah Cushman Thomas Mayhew 


Quarterly Night. 
April 11. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 
Cap‘ Watson 
M! Gershom Burr + By invitation. 
M! Edward Pope 
M° Steward presented his account for the last quarter ending this 
night, by which it appears there is a balance in his hands to be carried 
to the credit of the next quarter . . . . . . . + «. 1.18.4} 


April 18. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Thomas Lothrop John Watson 
Elkanah Cushman Thomas Mayhew > Members. 
Edward Winslow 
M* Gershom Burr by invitation. 
April 25. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except M! Ed: Winslow and M* Oakes 
Angier.! 
Cap‘ Elkanah Watson and M* Gershom Burr by invitation. 
May 2. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except Mess” Ed: Winslow and Oakes Angier. 
M* John Russell by invitation, 


May 9. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except M' Pelham Winslow and M' Angier. 
Cap‘ Elkanah Watson by invitation. 


May 16. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 
Timothy Folger Esq‘ Nathan Cushing Esq’ 
John Adams Esq‘? D* Charles Stockbridge | By 
Rob! Treat Paine Esq’ & invitation. 
Daniel Leonard Esq‘ M' Seth Williams J!3 
1 Capt. White sailed. — Side note. 


2 Mr. Adams speaks in his Diary of his occasional visits to Plymouth, but he 
has no mention of the Old Colony Club. His presence here, no doubt, as well as 


® Brother Mayhew sailed. — Side note. 
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May 23. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present: Pelham Winslow 
Tho? Lothrop 
Ed Winslow J: { Members. 
John Thomas 
May 30. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all members except White, Mayhew, and Angier. 
June 6. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except occasional. 
June 13, At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the standing members. 
Doctor Lazarus Le Baron Doctor Nathaniel Lothrop ) p 
William Watson Esqi Mt John Russell y 
Cap! Elkanah Watson Cap! Abraham Hammatt 
June 20. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all standing members but M* President. 
Cap' Elkanah Watson 
M’ John Russell 
M’ Ephraim Spooner 
Cap! Abraham Hammatt 


June 27. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


invitation. 


By invitation. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson & > Members. 
Elkanah Cushman Oakes Angier 


M: John Russell & 
Abraham Hammatt Jun. 
July 4. Ata meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 
Benjamin Kent 
Robert Treat Paine By invitati 
Daniel Leonard y invitation. 
Nathan Cushing Esq" 


i By invitation. 


that of his legal companions, from time to time, was for attendance upon the 
courts of law. Mr. Adams records a visit to Plymouth, 22 May, 1771: “ Wednes- 
day. At Plymouth; put up at Witherell’s, near the county-house ; lodged with 
Mr. Angier, where we had a chamber wholly to ourselves — very still and retired, 
very serene and happy. Mrs. Howland and her family, I hear, are very much 
grieved and hurt and concerned about my passing by their house. But my 
health is my excuse for all removals. I am not strong enough to bear the smoke 
and dirt and noise of Howland’s, and their late hours at night.” (Works, vol. ii. 
p. 263.) : es 
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It being observed to this Club by our brother Angier that our friend 
Col? Stephen Miller of Milton had met with a great misfortune by 
losing his house, furniture, etc., by fire, and we being willing (as far as 
we are able) to relieve the distressed, have voted to subscribe the sum 
of ten guineas to be paid to our Steward, and by him to said Miller. 


Quarterly Night. 


July 11. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson Members. 
Elk* Cushman 
M' Arodi Thayer by invitation. 
The Steward presented his account for last quarter, by which there 


appears to be balance of 10/ in his hands to be carried to credit of next 
quarter. 


July 18, At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Elkanah Cushman 
John Watson 
John Thomas Members. 
Edward Winslow 


M: Abraham Hammatt, Jun’, by invitation. 


July 25. Ata meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow 
Pelham Winslow Elkanah Cushman } Members. 
John Thomas John Watson 


Cap‘ Thomas Nicolson and M? Abraham Hammatt Jun’, by invitation. 


August 1. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present. Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 
Pelham Winslow Oakes Angier [ Members. ] 
Thomas Lothrop 


August 8. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 
Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow bento 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson 


Ben Marston, Esq', W" Watson, Esq’, Cap! Elk? Watson. 
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August 15. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 
Pelham Winslow John Watson Members. 
Thomas Lothrop 


Major Ebenezer Miller by invitation. 
August 22. The Club absent, all hands at the Gurnet.! 


August 29. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 
Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow } Members. 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson 


M‘ John Russell and M‘ Sturgis Gorham by invitation. 


September 5. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow 
Pelham Winslow John Watson 
Thomas Lothrop Thomas Mayhew re 
Elkanah Cushman 


September 12. At a meeting of Old-Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 
Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow > Members. 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson 


Capt Watson and Col? Stephen Miller by invitation. 


September 19. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop Oakes Angier Members. 
John Watson 
M' John Russell and M' South Howland by invitation. 


September 26. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 
‘Thomas Lothrop John Watson Members. 
Elkanah Cushman 
M' Melatiah Lothrop, Col? Watson, Mt Wadsworth, Cap! Watson, and 
D‘ Lothrop by invitation. 


1 A lighthouse had been erected at the Gurnet by the Province of Massachu- 
setts in 1768, and the place was resorted to by excursionists. The name “ Gur- 
net” is said to have come from the name of a headland in the English Channel. 
(See Russell’s Pilgrim Memorials, p. 165; Davis’s Landmarks, pt. i. p. 151.) 
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October 38. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 
Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson & 
Elkanah Cushman Oakes Angier 
Robert Treat Paine, Esq’, Daniel Leonard, Esq’, and Nathan Cush- 
ing, Esq', by invitation. 


Members. 


Quarterly Night. 


October 10. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 
Thomas Lethrop John Watson & Members. 
Elk* Cushman Ed. Winslow 


M* Steward presents his account for last quarter, by which there stands 
a balance in favor of the Club of £4. 18. 


October 17. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow, Elkanah Cushman, and Thomas Mayhew. 
By invitation, Cap! Abraham Hammatt. 


October 24. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop John Thomas 
Pelham Winslow § Edward Winslow Maka 
Thomas Lothrop & ae 


Elkanah Cushman Thomas Mayhew 
By invitation, Capt Elkanah Watson and Cap‘ Benjamin Bowers. 


October 31. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 


November 8. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except E. Winslow and J. Thomas.’ 


November 15. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except Ed: Winslow and J. Thomas. 
M' Samuel White of Marblehead by invitation. 


November 22. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 


William Watson Esq! Mt!‘ Tho! Banister of Newport 
Cap! Gideon White M: Lothrop of Norwich 

D' Charles Stockbridge D* Nath! Lothrop (By 
Capt Elk* Watson Mr John Russell | invitation. 
James Warren Esq‘ & Thomas South : Howland 


1 Brother White returned. — Side note. 
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November 29. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members except Angier. 

Mess" John Banister, Thomas Bannister, and John Russell by invi- 
tation. 


December 5. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members except Brother Ed: Winslow and Brother 
Angier. 

Capt Watson, M' Eph™ Spooner, and Ab™ Hammatt, Jun’, invited. 


December 12. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members. 
Benj* Kent Esq‘ Mess” Samuel White [By 
Rob: Treat Paine Esq! & invitation. ] 
Daniel Leonard Esq‘ Elisha Lord 
December 19. Ata meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except M‘ Angier and M' Mayhew, at which 
time and meeting it was agreed upon and resolved that the twenty- 
second day of December, being the day of the first landing of our pious 
forefathers in this town, and which has been kept as a solemn festival 
in commemoration of the heroic transaction, falling in this year upon 
Saturday, being an unsuitable time for that purpose, it was therefore 
resolved that Monday the 24th of this instant be set apart and religiously 
kept for that purpose. 


December 22d Celebrated. 


December 24. The Old Colony Club, being sensible of the infinite 
obligations they are under to their pious ancestors the first settlers of 
Plymouth Colony, having maturely determined at their last meeting to 
celebrate this twenty-fourth day of December in commemoration of that 
period which landed those progenitors safely on this American shore, 
after having endured the persecution of enemies, the perils of an un- 
known ocean, the crosses of fortune, and innumerable difficulties and 
hazard attending such emigrants. 

The morning of the day gave such general joy and satisfaction to their 
descendants in this place that, notwithstanding the severity of the season, 
as soon as light appeared a company of grateful youths paraded our 
streets, and with cannon and volleys of small arms aroused the town from 
their slumbers. At ten o’clock the members of the Club (being joined 
by Mess" Alexander Scammel and Peleg Wadsworth B.A.) assembled at 
the house of M' Howland, an innholder in Plymouth, and at twelve were 
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joined by the following gentlemen; namely, Thomas Foster,’ James 
Hovey, George Watson, and James Warren, Esq", Capt Elkanah Wat- 
son and Doct’ Nathaniel Lothrop of Plymouth, and the Hon’* William 
Sever, Esq‘, of Kingston, where, after having amused themselves in 
conversation upon the history of emigrate colonies and the constitution 


1 A brief notice will here be made of those persons not already mentioned 
in these notes, who united with the Club in this celebration : — 

Thomas Foster, the son of John, who was one of the deacons of the First 
Church of Plymouth, was born in 1704, and died of the small-pox in 1777. He 
was an active speculator in real estate, and a Loyalist ; and though, according 
to Sabine and other authority, he went off in 1776, he returned and died here. 
(See Davis’s Landmarks, pt. i. p. 188; Proc. Mass. Hist. Soc., vol. xviii. p. 267.) 

Of William Sever, Dr. Thacher in his History, pp. 195, 196, gives the follow- 
ing interesting sketch: ‘‘ Hon. William Sever resided in Kingston, and died in 
1809, aged seventy-nine years. This gentleman ought to be held in remembrance 
as a man of high standing in society. He was, in principle, a stanch Whig, and 
our country was benefited by his influence and example during the Revolution. 
The late President Adams once spoke of him as the ‘salt of the earth.’ The 
late Dr. Dwight, in his Journal of Travels, in that part of the country which 
relates to the Old Colony, observes that ‘Mr. Sever was the most respectable and 
worthy character he had known.’ He was for many years Judge of Probate 
for the county of Plymouth. But I venerated him the more on account of the 
remarkable similarity in his person and appearance to General Washington. The 
resemblance in erect form and in dignity of manners was so peculiarly striking 
that the comparison was almost perfect, and my interviews with him brought 
to my mind the most delightful recollections.” 

Edward Winslow, Sen., father of Edward, Jr., of the Club, was the younger 
brother of General John. He was born in Marshfield in 1714, a son of Isaac, and 
married Hannah, daughter of Thomas Howland. He was Collector of Plymouth, 
Register of Wills, and Clerk of the Court of Pleas before the troubles of the 
Revolution ; but he was at an early day conspicuous for his zealous assertion 
of the royal prerogative, and he opposed the action of the Whigs. He remained 
at Plymouth till 1781, but was closely watched. A touching incident is related 
by Elkanah Watson, in his ‘‘ Men and Times of the Revolution,” as occurring 
in 1776. Edward Winslow, Jr., was serving as aid to the British commander 
in Rhode Island during its occupation by the British. His father and sister 
came on to Providence, where Watson was stationed, for the purpose of pro- 
curing an interview if possible with his son. After some effort their request 
was granted, the interview to take place on one of the islands in Narragansett 
Bay. It was witnessed by Watson, who had contributed to bring it about, and 
by other officials. He says that “the spectacle was too sacred and affecting to 
be gazed upon, ...and we walked aside in silence and respect.” Though 
deprived of his offices and looked upon with suspicion, Mr. Winslow continued 
to live in Plymouth until December, 1781, when with part of his family he 
went to New York, the rest joining him soon afterwards. Sir Henry Clinton 
allowed him a pension of £200 per annum, with rations and fuel. On Aug. 30, 
1783, with his wife, two daughters, and three black servants, he embarked from 
New York, and on September 14 reached Halifax. About the year 1755 he built 
and, until he left Plymouth, occupied the house in which the Rev. G. W Briggs now 
lives. His property was not confiscated, but was sold under attachment to pay 
debts. He died in Halifax on the 8th of June, 1784, aged seventy-two years. 
(W. T. Davis’s MS. notes; Proc. Mass. Hist. Soc., vol. xxiii. p. 93.) 

Dr. Lazarus LeBaron was son of Dr. Francis LeBaron, the first of the name 
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and declension of empires, ancient and modern,.they were served with an 
entertainment foreign from all kind of luxury, and consisting of fish, 
flesh, and vegetables, the natural produce of this Colony; after which, 
the company being increased by Edward Winslow, Esq', Doctor Lazarus 
LeBaron, William Watson, Esq‘, Thomas Mayhew, Esq‘, Deacon John 
Torrey, Capt Theophilus Cotton, Capt Abraham Hammatt, M! Ephraim 
Spooner, and M‘ John Crandon, a number of toasts were drank grateful 
to the remembrance of our ancestors, and loyal to those kings under 
whose indulgent care this Colony has flourished and been protected. 
From which house the Club, together with the before-mentioned gentle- 
men, being escorted by a select company well skilled in the military 
arts, walked in decent procession to Old Colony Hall, in the course 
of which they were met and attended upon by a company of children 
from the age of five to the age of twelve, whose natural ingenuity and 
the care and attention of their master had rendered them almost perfect 
military disciplinarians, — a scene that excited the admiration of every 
spectator. Upon their arrival at the door of the Hall the whole company 
entered the room, being introduced by the Steward and complimented 
by the Club and the escort, by whom was performed a variety of manceu- 
vres and firings, to the great satisfaction of every person present. When 
the sun had set and the military gentlemen had dispersed, the Old 


in Plymouth, and was born in 1608. He studied medicine, and had an exten- 
sive practice in Plymouth and its vicinity, and died in 1773, aged seventy-five 
years. 

Deacon John Torrey, son of Haviland, was born in 1717, and married in 1751 
Mary Tilley, of Boston. He was great-grandfather of Henry Warren Torrey, of 
Harvard University. 

Captain Theophilus Cotton, a descendant of the Rev. John of Boston, was 
son of Josiah, and was born in 1716. He married, in 1742, Martha Sanders, and 
had a number of children. He followed the sea; and a letter of instructions 
addressed to him in 1760 as master of the schooner “ Four Friends,” by Edward 
Winslow and others, the owners, will be found in Proc. Mass. Hist. Soc., vol. xxii. 
pp. 229, 230. 

Captain Abraham Hammatt married, in 1748, a daughter of Consider Howland ; 
and his son Abraham, Jr., born in 1750, married, in 1774, Priscilla, daughter of 
Lazarus LeBaron. The son while yet a minor in age frequently attended the 
meetings of the Club by invitation. 

Ephraim Spooner, son of Thomas, was born in 1735, and died March 22, 1818. 
He is affectionately commemorated by Dr. Thacher in his History. He knew 
Elder Faunce, who was born in 1646 and died in 1745, and has perpetuated from 
him interesting traditions concerning the Rock on which the Pilgrims landed. 
(See Thacher’s History, p 229; and Russell’s Guide, p. 177.) 

John Crandon, born in England, first settled in Dartmouth, married Jean Bess, 
born in Scotland, and had a large family of children; one son, John, born in 
1726, died in the West Indies. 

The Rev. Chandler Robbins was born in Bradford, Connecticut, graduated at 
Yale College in 1756, and was settled over the ancient church and congregation in 
Plymouth Jan. 30, 1760. He died in Plymouth, June 380, 1799, after a ministry 
of thirty-nine years, aged sixty-one. 
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Colony flag was struck, the cannon fired, and the company in the Hall 
were joined by the Rev’ Chandler Robbins, pastor of the First Church 
of Christ in Plymouth. 

In order to remind us of the debt of gratitude we owe to our God 
and to our ancestors, the following words were spoken with modesty 
and decent firmness by a member of the Club :! — 


When I recollect that about one century and a half since a few 
worthies in the island of Great Britain, persecuted and tormented by 
the wicked aspiring Great for thinking freely, and for acting with the 
same dignity and freedom with which they thought (although their sen-. 
timents and conduct were conformed to the laws of the society in which 
they lived, contrary to the common case of suffering humanity, which 
frequently sinks in proportion to the power exerted against it), did dare, 
in defiance of their persecutors, to form themselves into one body for 
the common safety and protection of all (an engagement which, though 
founded on the true and genuine principles of religion and virtue, 
unhappy experience taught them was too weak and insecure a barrier 
against the arts and stratagems of such potent adversaries ); when we 
recollect that under these melancholy circumstances, having no other 
resort to preserve the purity of their minds, they abaudoned their 
native country, their friends, their fortunes and connections, and trans- 
ported themselves to the city of Leyden with the most sanguine hopes 
of a protection which the island had refused to afford them; when we 
recollect that persecution from another quarter rendered their situation 
in the States of Holland equally as perplexed and disagreeable, — how 
am I astonished that such repeated disappointments had not rendered 
them too weak ever to make another attempt! But when we view them 
rising from these misfortunes with tenfold vigor, and upon the same 
virtuous principles crossing the Atlantic with the dearest companions 
of life, their wives, their helpless offspring exposed to the roughness of 
the ocean, to the inclemencies of the climate, and all their attendant 
evils, and ianding, in the tempestuous month of December, upon an 
unknown shore, inhabited by men more fierce than beasts of prey, 
and scarce deserving to be called human, natural enemies to their vir- 
tue and morality, with whom they are obliged to wage an immediate and 
unequal war for their defence and safety; when we view them under 
all the disadvantages naturally attendant upon a state of sickness and 
poverty defending themselves against savage cruelties, and still perse- 
vering in their virtuous resolution, establishing their religion in this then 
desert, forming a code of laws wisely adapted to their circumstances, 
and planting a colony which through Divine Goodness has flourished and 
become an important branch to that body which caused their emigration, 


1 This was Edward Winslow, Jr., now twenty-four years of age. 
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— how am I lost in amazement, and to what cause can we ascribe these 
deliverances and salvation, but to that Almighty Being who orders all 
events for the benefit of mankind, whose ways are to us unsearchable, 
and whose doings are past our finding out! Upon a recollection of all 
these things, it is not to be wondered that we, the sons and descendants 
from such illustrious ancestors, upon this 22d of December are assem- 
bled upon the very spot on which they landed, to commemorate this 
period, the most important that the annals of America can boast, — a 
period which I doubt not every person here present esteems an honor 
as well as his incumbent duty gratefully to remember. And while we 
feel for the misfortunes and calamities of those our pious ancestors, the 
consequences of which to us are so delightful and glorious, let us also 
admire and adore their virtue, their patience, their fortitude, and their 
heroism, and continue to commemorate it annually. This virtue is 
undoubtedly rewarded with joys which no tongue can utter, nor hath it 
entered into the heart of man to conceive; and if we their sons act from 
the same principles, and conduct with the same noble firmness and reso- 
lution when our holy religion or our civil liberties are invaded, we may 
expect a reward proportionate, for such principles render the soul tran- 
quil and easy under all the misfortunes and calamities to which human 
nature is exposed; and of him who is possessed of them the poet 
with propriety says : — 
“ Should the whole frame of Nature round him break, 
In ruin and confusion hurled, 


He, unconcerned, would hear the mighty crack, 
And stand secure amidst a falling world.” 


In addition to the satisfaction which the company expressed upon 
hearing these speculations, the following song, composed for this occasion, 
was sung by the Club, which concluded the evening. 


Song. 


(Ser to tHe Tune or tue Britisu Hero.) 


All hail the day that ushers in 

The period of revolving time, 

In which our sires of glorious fame 
Bravely through toils and dangers came, 


Novanglia’s wilds to civilize, 

And wild disorder harmonize ; 

To plant Britannia’s arts and arms, — 
Plenty, peace, freedom, pleasing charms. 


1 This was written by Alexander Scammell. 
53 
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Derived from British rights and laws 
That justly merit our applause, 
Darlings of Heaven, heroes brave, 


You still shall live though in the grave, — 


Live, live within each grateful breast, 
With reverence for your names possessed ; 
Your praises on our tongues shall dwell, 
And sires to sons your actions tell. 


Ye distant poles their praise resound ; 
Let virtue be with glory crowned ; 
Ye dreary wilds, each rock and cave, 
Echo the virtues of the brave. - 


They nobly braved their indigence, 
Death, famine, sword, and pestilence ; 
Each toil, each danger they endured, 
Till for their sons they had procured 


' A fertile soil profusely blest 
With Nature’s stores, and now possessed 
By sons who gratefully revere 
Our fathers’ names and memories dear. 


Plymouth, the great mausoleum, 
Famous for our forefathers’ tomb! 
Join, join the chorus, one and all, 
Resound their deeds in Colony Hall! 


December 26. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop John Watson 
Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White 
Elkanah Cushman Oakes Angier 
Edward Winslow 


Received a card from James Warren, Esq‘, desiring the Club’s com- 
pany to dine with him on New Year's day. 


Members. 


1771, January 2. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but Mess” Angier and Mayhew. 


General Winslow Capt Gideon White 
Edward Winslow Esq! Doctor Nathaniel Lothrop By 
Nath. Ray Thomas Esq‘ Invitation. 


Edward Winslow, Esq’, invites the Club to dine with him to-morrow. 
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January 9. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members except Mess™ Angier and Mayhew. 
Received a card from Doctor Lothrop for the Club to dine to-morrow. 


January 16. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members except Mess® Angier and Mayhew. | 

Cap! Elkanah Watson by invitation. 

And after Cap! Watson had withdrawn, the following votes were 
passed ; namely, — 

1. Voted, That Mt Thomas Lothrop shall for the present quarter be 
the treasurer. 

2. Voted, That the Clab lend M' Elkanah Cushman twenty pounds, 
he giving security to the President for the use of the Club. 

3. Voted, That in consideration of the faithful discharge of his duty 
as steward and treasurer, the Club present M' Cushman with a suit of 
clothes. 

4. Voted, That this Club be adjourned to next Friday night, to take 
an estimate of M‘ Cushman, of what necessaries he is in immediate want 
of in his business, and advance the money. 


January 18. At a meeting of Old Colony Club agreeable to a vote 
tue last Club night. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 
Pelham Winslow & Members. - 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson 


M* Cushman presented his estimate, and the money was advanced 
according to a vote last Club night. 


January 23, At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members except M! Mayhew. 
Y* Hon"* James Otis, Esq’ Cap! Elkanah Watson 
James Warren, Esq‘ Doctor Nathaniel Lothrop Bv invitati 
Benjamin Marston, Esq. Mr. Samuel Allyne Otis 7 
William Watson, Esq‘ 


January 30. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members except Mess™ Pelham Winslow, Angier, and 
Mayhew. 

William Watson, Esq', Capt Tarbox of Newbury, and Cap‘ Simeon 
Samson, gentlemen by invitation. 


February 6. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow 
Tho* Lothrop John Watson 
Elk* Cushman & Members. 
John Thomas Cornelius White 
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February 13. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but the President, Angier, and Mayhew. 


February 20. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but President, Angier, and Mayhew. 
By invitation, Capt Job Williams of Taunton. 


February 27. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but the President, Angier, and Mayhew. 


March 6. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present, all the members but the President, Angier, and Mayhew. 

M‘ Benjamin Call of Charlestown and M* Isaac Symmes, by invi- 
tation. ; 


March 13. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but Mess" President, Tho? Lothrop, Angier, 
and Mayhew. 
Cap' Simeon Samson, by invitation. 


March 20. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but Mess™ President, White, Angier, and 
Mayhew. 
M: Bartlet LeBaron and Cap' Charles Dyer, by invitation. 


March 27, At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present, all the members but Mess” White, Angier, and Mayhew. 
Capt Watson and Doctor Lothrop by invitation. 


At an occasional meeting of the Old Colony Club, Dec. 20, 1771. 


Present: M' President John Thomas 
Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson 
Elkanah Cushman 


l Members. 


_ Whereas the records of this Club have by accident been neglected 
from the 27th of March last to this time, and no remarkable event or 
new regulation having taken place, Voted, — 

That the Secretary for the future shall continue the records as for- 
merly, and from this time make the entries at every meeting of the 
Club. 

Vote 2. That Monday next be kept as a day of festivity in commemo- 
ration of the landing of our ancestors in this place. 

M‘ Alexander Scammel, M.A., having manifested a desire to be 
admitted a member of this Club, it was unanimously voted that the said 
Alexander Scammel be and hereby he is admitted. 
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December 23. Monday the 23d of December, agreeable to a vote of 
Old Colony Club passed at an occasional meeting, was celebrated as a 
day of festivity ia commemoration of that important event, Zhe landing 
of our forefathers in this place. In the morning, as has been usual on 
this occasion, a cannon was discharged and the flag hoisted on the Hall. 
At noon the Club, being joined by a number of the most respectable 
gentlemen in town, met in a spacious room at the house of M! Weth- 
rell, innholder, when they partook of a plain and elegant entertainment, 
and spent the afternoon in cheerful and social conversation upon a 
variety of subjects peculiarly adapted to the time. At sunset, upon a 
signal given by a discharge of cannon and striking the flag, the members 
of the Club, with the gentlemen of the town, repaired to the Hall, where 
the aforesaid subjects were reassumed, und several important matters 
relative to the conduct of our ancestors were discussed with freedom and 
candor, and a number of pleasing anecdotes of our progenitors were rec- 
ollected and communicated hy some of the aged and venerable gentle- 
men who favored us with their company. An uncommon harmony and 
pleasantry prevailed throughout the day and evening, every person pres- 
ent exerting himself to increase the general joy. ‘The Old Colony song 
with a number of others was sung, after which the company withdrew. 
A letter from the Rev. M' Robbins was communicated by the President, 
and is as follows: — 


Priymovutn, Dec. 28, 1771. 


GENTLEMEN, — I’m told it was expected by some that as the 
anniversary of our forefathers’ arrival in this place fell out on the 
Sabbath past, I would have taken some public notice of it in the pul- 
pit. I must acknowledge I think there would have been a great pro- 
priety in it, and I am very sorry it was entirely out of my mind that 
that was the day till I was reminded of it to-day; otherwise I should 
certainly have taken notice of it, and attempted to say something suit- 
able to the occasion. However, ’tis past now; but I would on this 
occasion, if it would not be esteemed assuming in me, humbly propose 
to the gentlemen of your Society whether it would not be agreeable, 
and serve for the entertainment and instruction of the rising genera- 
tion more especially, for the future on these anniversaries to have a 
sermon in public some part of the day peculiarly adapted to the 
occasion, wherein should be represented the motives that induced them 
to undertake such an enterprise, the amazing dangers and difficulties 
they conflicted with and overcame, the piety and ardor with which 
they persevered through numberless discouragements and opposition, 
the time, manner, and other circumstances of their first arrival, with all 
the train of surprising events that ensued, the appearances of the 
Divine Providence and Goodness for them, the noble and godlike vir- 
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tues with which they were inspired, so worthy the imitation of their 
posterity, etc., etc., with many other things that would naturally fall in 
upon a discourse of this kind. I mention this, gentlemen, the more 
freely, because I remember it was spoken of in conversation by some 
of the gentlemen of your company the evening of the last anniver- 
sary. I do but propose the thing, gentlemen, for your consideration 
this evening, and if it should prove agreeable I would beg leave to 
suggest one thing further; namely, that the minister to preach the ser- 
mon be chosen by your Society somewhere within the Old Volony, and I 
doubt not any gentleman whom you should choose for :aat purpose 
woul. very willingly consent in order to encourage so good a design. 
And now, gentlemen, I rest assured that your candor and generosity 
is such that you will not construe what I have-offered in an unfavorable 
light, either as being dictatorial or seeming to desire myself the office 
of a speaker on such occasion, which I can sincerely say is far from 
being true. I propose it for the instruction and entertainment of our- 
selves and posterity. The plan, if it should be agreeable, would afford 
us opportunity to hear these matters discoursed on by a great variety 
of ministers, who would doubtless take pains to furnish themselves with 
entertaining and useful materials for the occasion. And for this end, if 
they were appointed at each anniversary for the next year, they would 
have so much the better opportunity to prepare. Submitting the mat- 
ter to your consideration, I am, gentlemen, with much regard, 
Your friend and very humble servant, | 
CHANDLER Rossins. 


Voted, That Mess" Pelham Winslow, Edward Winslow, J‘, and 
Alexander Scammel should be a committee to prepare an answer 
to the above letter, which they are to lay before the Club as soon as 
may be. 


December 25. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club were present : — 


Isaac Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 
Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow Members. 
_ John Thomas Alexander Scammel 


1772, January 1. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club were 
present : — 


Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson 
John Thomas Alexander Scammel ers 


Elkanah Cushman 
Cap‘ Gideon White by invitation. 
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January 8. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Jn° Thomas 
Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow 
‘Thomas Lothrop John Watson & 
Elk* Cushman Alexand' Scammel 


Members. 


January 7. Mess" Pelham Winslow, Edward Winslow, and Alexander 
Scammell, the committee chosen the 23d, reported an answer to the Rev! 
M‘ Robbins’s letter, which was approved and accordingly forwarded by 
the Club, and is as follows : — 


REVEREND AND RespectTep Sir,— We have carefully perused the 
contents of your letter of the 23d instant; but before we proceed to a 
particular answer thereto we think it necessary to observe that the 
members of this Society, who weekly meet together for the mutual 
advantage of each other, to enjoy the refined pleasures of social and 
unrestrained conversation unalloyed with the disputes and contentions of 
parties, having taken into consideration that the celebrating certain 
days of each year upon which any remarkable event or extraordinary 
transaction has happened is a practice which has the sanction of antiq- 
uity for its justification, finding frequent instances of it in sacred as 
well as profane, in ancient as well as modern history, not only among 
nations, states, and churches, but even in particular societies and corpo- 
rations, we were not a little surprised that an event so important and 
glorious in its consequences as the landing of our ancestors in this 
place should be totally neglected by their descendants. Considering 
further that the assembling a number of persons of different ages for 
the purpose of commemorating this ¢ruly remarkable period would have 
a natural and direct tendency to introduce subjects for conversation rela- 
tive to our illustrious progenitors and the history of our country; the 
aged upon those days would with freedom communicate to the youth 
those circumstances which had happened within their memories, and 
those also which had been casually related to them by their predecessors ; 
by these means many pleasing and curious anecdotes of our pious fore- 
fathers which have escaped the pens of historians would be snatched 
from oblivion and descend to posterity ; and while we with pleasure and 
gratitude were recollecting and admiring their virtues, — their patience, 
their piety, their heroism, and their fortitude, — we might be incited to 
follow their worthy examples. 

These, sir, were the principal motives by which we were actuated, 
whatever the malice and envy of some might suggest to the contrary, 
when we proposed to celebrate this anniversary, and we were pleased 
with the expectation of being joined by many of the respectable members 
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of the Old Colony; and from a consciousness of the rectitude of our 
intentions, and the benefit that might result to us and others from this 
institution, we flattered ourselves that even the reverend gentlemen of 
the clergy would give a sanction to it by honoring us with their 
presence. 

Our expectations have been in part answered, and we esteem ourselves 
under the greatest obligations to you, sir, for proposing a mode of cele- 
bration for the future so exactly correspondent with our most sanguine 
wishes and expectations as that of “ having a sermon preached on this 
solemn as well as important occasion.” We concur with you “that it 
would be agreeable, and serve for the entertainment and instruction of 
the rising generation ;” and we are of opinion that the motives and 
inducements of our religious forefathers for undertaking so dangerous 
an enterprise as the settlement of this Colony, the amazing difficulties 
they encountered and overcame, the true vital piety and ardor with 
which they persevered, their sincere desire to advance the Christian 
religion, and other their noble and godlike virtues, are subjects that 
ought to be minutely discussed and solemnized by the sacred oratory of 
the pulpit. 

We have endeavored to deserve the compliments which you have 
been pleased to pay us by construing your letter “with generosity and 
candor.” We neither esteem it “ dictatorial,” nor as “desiring yourself 
the office of a speaker on this occasion.” We have impatiently waited for 
a proposal of this kind to be made to some gentleman of the clergy by 
persons whose ages and situations and life have given them greater influ- 
ence than ourselves; but as it has been hitherto omitted, we would mod- 
estly request (as you are the pastor of the first church that was gathered 
in the Old Colony, have the greatest advantages and opportunities for col- 
lecting all the historical facts and other materials that may be necessary 
for this work, and in every other respect are peculiarly qualified therefor) 
that you would upon the ensuing anniversary prepare and deliver a dis- 
course “ suitable to the time.” And in complying with this our request 
we trust that you will not only render a singular service to the public, 
but will oblige many of the respectable inhabitants of the Old Colony, 
and in particular the members of this Society. 

We are with the most unfeigned respect and gratitude, 

Your sincere friends and obedient servants, 


Tae Op Cotony Civus. 
From Otp Cotony Hatt, Dee. 81, 1771. 


Rev? CHANDLER Rossins. 


Voted, That the Club be adjourned to next Friday night, in order for 
settlement of the year’s accounts. 
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1772. January 15. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop Elkt Cushman Minkots 
John Thomas Edward Winslow . 
John Watson Alexander Scammel 
Cap! Gideon White 
neil enelmeragar By invitation. 


D‘ Charles Stockbridge 
Cap‘ Job Williams 


January 22. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. Present the 
same members as last Club night. Cap! Samuel Adams by jnvitation. 


January 29. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow 
Tho! Lothrop 
John Thomas Members. 
John Watson 
Thomas Mayhew 


Capt Samuel Adams by invitation. 


February 5. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop Elkanah Cushman ne er 
John Thomas Edward Winslow . 
John Watson Thomas Mayhew 


Capt Thomas Matthews ee 
Cap‘ Samuel Adams i arias 


February 12. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


- Present: Isaac Lothrop Thomas Lothrop 
Elk* Cushman John Thomas Makes 
Edw! Winslow John Watson ; 
Tho! Mayhew Alex! Scaiiell 


Cap! Adams by invitation. 


February 19. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow Tho* Lothrop 
Elk? Cushman John Thomas 
Edward Winslow John Watson Members. 
Alexander Scaiiel Tho? Mayhew 


Capt Adams by invitation. 
54 
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February 26. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop John Thomas 


Edward Winslow John Watson Members. 
Alexander Scammel 
Cap‘ Adams by invitation. 
March 4. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop Elk* Cushman 
John Thomas Edward Winslow + Members. 
John Watson Thomas Mayhew 


Alexander Scammel 


Cap‘ Adams by invitation; who has this night manifested an inclina- 


tion to join the Club, which matter is to be taken into consideration the 
next Club night. 


March 11. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 
, Thomas Lothrop Elk Cushman 
John Thomas Edward Winslow > Members. 
John Watson Thomas a al 
Alex' Scammel 
Cap‘ Kellom 
M: Tilestone 
Cap! Cornell 
Capt Adams 
This day Cap‘ Kellom presented a turtle to the Club, upon which 
the members, together with the above-named gentlemen, dined at 
Cap! Cotton’s. 
March 18. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop Elk* Cushman 
Edward Winslow John Watson 


Alex! Scaiiel Thos. Mayhew 
Cap‘ Adams by invitation. 


March 25. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Gentlemen by invitation. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 
Tho? Lothrop Elk* Cushman 
Edward Winslow John Thomas Members. 


Thomas Mayhew Alexander Scammell 
John Watson 
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Agreeable to a vote passed the 4th of March instant, Capt Samuel 
Adams was admitted a member of this Club. - 


April 1. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 
Tho? Lothrop Elk* Cushman 
John Thomas Edward Winslow 
John Watson Alex* Scamiell 


Samuel Adams 
M' Mellen 


M: Wadsworth ' Gentlemen by invitation. 
Capt. Matthews 


April 8. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Edward Winslow 
Tho! Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 
John Thomas John Watson — 
Samuel Adams 
April 15. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 
John Thomas Edward Winslow > Members. 
John Watson Oakes Angier 
Samuel Adams 
Present: Robert Treat Paine Esq! 
Cap! Nathaniel Little By inviteti 
Nathan Cushing Esq‘ —— 
M* Ephraim Keith 
April 22. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop Elkanah Cushman 
John Thomas John Watson Members. 


Cornelius White 


April 29. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Isaac Lothrop Thomas Lothrop 
Pelham Winslow John Thomas 
Elkanah Cushman Thomas Mayhew > Members. 
John Watson Oakes Angier 
Cornelius White 
Cap! Job Williams by invitation. 
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May 5. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow John Watson 
Thomas Lothrop John Thomas + Members. 
Elkanah Cushman 


May 12. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 
Elkanah Cushman John Thomas 
Edward Winslow John Watson 
Cornelius White Tho? Mayhew 


Cap! Thomas Matthews by invitation. 


“The History of King Philip's War,” for which the Club subscribed, 
was this night received, — fourteen books.” 

The following request was sent to the Club by M‘ Thomas Foster 
jun’: — 


To the worthy members of the Old Colony Club: 


GENTLEMEN, — Understanding you have a surplusage of the history 
of Col? Church, and being very desirous of being the owner of one, 
and unable to purchase, shall esteem it a very great favor if you in 
your wonted liberality would bestow one upon your petitioner, who will 
always gratefully resent the same.’ 

Your obedient servant, 
Tuos. Foster JuN* 


Members. 


Piymourtn, May 12, 1772. 


1 The edition of Church’s History here referred to, of which the Club had 
subscribed for fourteen copies, was that printed at Newport, Rhode Island, in 
1772, — being the second edition, known as Dr. Stiles’s edition, its reputed edi- 
tor. It was entitled “ The Entertaining History of King Philip’s War,” ete. The 
book was originally published in Boston in 1716, “ printed by B. Green,” under the 
title, “ Entertaining Passages Relating to Philip’s War,” etc., —a long title. Its 
author was Thomas Church, of Little Compton, a son of the hero commemorated. 
This second edition was embellished with a frightful imaginary picture of King 
Philip, and also with a picture of Colonel Church, equally imaginary, for it was 
copied from a picture of Charles Churchill, the poet, with a powder-horn slung 
around his neck. They are both from the graver of Paul Revere. Both these 
editions are now rare, copies even of the Newport edition in a perfect state being 
difficult to procure. A copy of the first edition, rarely seen, brought, in the 
Brinley sale in 1878, $150; and copies of the second, or Newport, edition brought, 
one copy $20, and one $9. Not one of those fourteen copies subscribed for by 
the Club is known to be in existence. 

2 One is impressed in this letter with the use of a word in the sense it bore 
many years before this date, —“ resent,” as expressing a feeling of thankfulness or 
gratitude, instead of its opposite, a sense of injury. Johnson, who published his 
Dictionary in 1755, gives both meanings, “to take it well or ill,” and says that 
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Voted, That the prayer of the petition be granted, and that the stew- 
ard immediately deliver to M‘' Foster one of the books aforesaid. 


May 19. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 
Tho! Lothrop Elk* Cushman 
John Thomas John Watson 


Cornelius White Tho! Mayhew 
Oakes Angier 
Daniel Leonard 
Nathan Cushing Esq™* By invitation. 
D* Charles Stockbridge 


May 26. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow § Tho? Lothrop 
Elk* Cushman John ‘Thomas 
John Watson Cornelius White 
Tho? Mayhew 


June 3. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow Elk* Cushman 
John Thomas Ed: Winslow 
Cornelius White Tho? Mayhew 


D* Charles Stockbridge by invitation. 


“to consider as an injury or affront is now the most usual sense ;” and he quotes 
from Milton’s Paradise Lost, published in 1667, — 
“Thou with scorn 
And anger wouldst resent the offered wrong,” 

as an instance of the modern use more than one hundred years before this letter 
was written. Very singularly, another instance of the use of the word in this an- 
cient sense occurs in these Records a little farther on, written a year afterwards 
by a Duxbury man, while the former instance was from a Plymouth man. The 
Rev. Charles Turner, the minister of Duxbury, writes: “The request you have 
been pleased to send me to preach on your next anniversary has been enter- 
tained with the most grateful resentments of the immerited honor you have 
done me thereby.” In this sense the phrases “ gratefully resent” and “ grate- 
ful resentments ” may seem tautological. The original meaning of the word 
resent is ‘‘to have a strong sense or feeling of;” and its use here, with the 
qualifying word preceding it, may be a good example of this early meaning. It 
may be added that the word immerited was equally archaic in 1773, when it was 
here used, 

These survivals, incommon use in a community, of ancient forms of speech 
and meanings of words sometimes imply a healthy conservatism, bnt often an iso- 
lation from the centre of literary influence which silently moulds the language 
as well as the manners of society. Mr. Foster and Mr. Turner were both gradu- 
ates of Harvard College: the former, born in Plymouth in 1727 (H.C. 1745), was 
a school-teacher in Plymouth; the latter, born in Scituate in 1782 (H.C. 1752), 
was settled as a minister in Duxbury in 17565. 


430 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Ocr. 


June 10. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow John Thomas 
Thomas Lothrop Cornelius White 
Elk? Cushman Thomas Mayhew 
Simon Pease Esq‘ 
John Banister Esq‘ > [By invitation.] 
M: Tho! Banister 


June 17. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as last Club night, and Ed. Winslow. 


June 24. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present same members as June 10. 
Doct’ Charles Stockbridge & 
Cap! Daniel White By invitation, 
Cap‘ Gideon White 

July 1. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present same members as June 17, except Brother Cushman. 
M° Bartlett LeBaron by invitation. 


July 8. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 

Present same members as last Club night. 

Sampson Salter Blowers Esq’ and Cap! Thomas Matthews by invita- 
tion. 


July 15. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow Thomas Lothrop 
Elkanah Cushman John Thomas 
Edward Winslow John Watson 
Cornelius White Tho! Mayhew 


Thomas Foster Esq' by invitation. 
July 22. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson. 
John Thomas Tho’ Mayhew 


July 29. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Isaac Lothrop, and same as above. 
M* Samuel Breck 
M° Joshua Thomas oe 
M* Joseph Crosswell ! By invitation. 
M: Abraham Hammatt J‘ 


1 Mr. Joseph Croswell, the guest of the Club this evening, was a native of 
Plymouth, and a son of the Rev. Andrew Croswell, who in 1748 became pastor 
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August 5. Ata meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as above. 
M* Joseph Crosswell by invitation. 


August 12. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as above. 
Jon* Tufts steward pro tempore. 


August 19. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as July 22, except the President. 
August 26. Ata meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present : Thomas Lothrop 

Edw! Winslow. 

John Thomas 

Tho: Mayhew 
September 2. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow John Thomas 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson 
Elk? Cushman 


September 9. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as above. 


September 16. Present same members. 


September 23. Present same members except P. Winslow. 


Mess" John Russell 
Tho! Matthews 


September 30. Present same members except T. Lothrop, J. Watson. 
October 7. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


\ By invitation. 


Present: Pelham Winslow Edw! Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson 
Elk* Cushman Oakes Angier 
John Thomas 


R. T. Paine, D. Leonard Esqr’, by invitation. 


of a church in Boston, occupying the French Protestant meeting-house of M. 
Le Mercier, whose congregation then gave it up. Joseph was a shop-keeper 
in Plymouth, but employed his pen. Among the things he wrote is a drama 
entitled “A new world planted, or tite adventures of the Forefathers of New 
England who landed in Plymouth Dee. 22, 1620 — An historical drama in five 
acts.” One of the characters is Pocahonte, a daughter of Massasoit, with whom 
that mysterious person, Mr. John Hampden, falls in love. A speech of Elder 
Brewster forms the Epilogue, in which by a prophetic vision he sees new States 
arise, and at their head Washington, “a shining chief, appears.” 
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October 14. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members except Ed. Winslow. 


October 20. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Elk* Cushman 
Pelham Winslow Ed. Winslow 
Thomas Lothrop John Watson 


John Thomas 
Cap Solomon Davis, M' S. A. Otis, by invitation. 


October 27. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present the same members as above, except M' President. 


Capt Samson 


M' T. Foster = By invitation. 


November 3. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as Club night last ; 
and Cornelius White 
Thomas Mayhew 


November 10. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members as last Club night. 
Thomas Foster, Esq‘, by invitation. 


November 17. Present same members. 


November 24. Present at a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Elk* Cushman Tho? Lothrop 
Ed Winslow John Watson 
John Thomas Cornel* White 


Cap* Barnabas a? 
M' Thomas Wetherel > By invitation. 

M' Bartlett LeBaron ) 
December 2. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members. 


December 9. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present all but the President and Scammel. 
Ephraim Keith Esq’ 
Robert Treat Paine Esq’ \ By invitation. 
Josiah Sturtevant J‘ Esq’ 
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December 15. At an occasional meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Voted that 


William Watson Esq’ George Watson Esq‘ 
Cap! Elk? Watson Edw! Winslow Esq’ 
Toc! Nath! Lothrop Tho! Mayhew Esq‘ 
Capt Gideon White & James Hovey Esq‘ 
Doc! Laz‘ LeBaron Deacon John Torrey 
Thomas Foster Esq‘ James Warren Esq° 


be invited to Old Colony Club on Wednesday evening next, then and 
there to join the Club in proposing a method of celebration of the next 
22d of December. 


December 16. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow Thomas Lothrop 
John Thomas Elk* Cushman 
Edward Winslow John Watson 
Cornelius White Tho? Mayhew 


Thomas Foster, James Hovey, George Watson, Jas. 
Warren, Thomas Mayhew, William Watson Esq”, | By 
Cap' Gideon White, D* William Thomas, invitation. 
D! Nathaniel Lothrop 


Voted by the Club and the above gentlemen : — 

1. That a committee be chosen from among the members of this 
Club to wait on the Rev. M* Robbins and inform him that it is expected 
by the gentlemen of this place that he gratify the public by complying 
with the request of this Club, made in their letter to him, dated the 31st 
of December, A.D. 1771, “to preach a sermon on the ensuing anniver- 
sary,” and that (if it be agreeable to him) to begin the service at half 
after ten o'clock in the forenoon. 

2. That the company (together with such other gentlemen as may 
join us from the neighboring towns) dine together at the house of 
Mr? Howland in Plymouth. 

8. That the gentlemen of the clergy belonging to this town (together 
with those who may be here from the other towns) be invited to dine 
with the company at M‘ Howland’s. 

After the company withdrew, 

Voted by the Club, That Pelham Winslow, John Thomas, and John 
Watson be a committee to wait on the Rev. M‘ Robbins for the pur- 
poses mentioned in the before-going vote of the company, and that they 
also request of M' Robbins that he would (on the Sabbath preceding 
the anniversary) notify his church and congregation of our intention 
to celebrate the said day ; and that they also wait on the Rev. M' Bacon 
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and make the same request to him. And they are to make report of 
their doings to this Club on Monday at eleven o'clock a. m., to which 
time this Club is adjourned. 


December 22. Upon this twenty-second day of December (to show 
our gratitude to the Creator and Preserver of our ancestors and our- 
selves, and as a mark of respect most justly due to the memories of 
those heroic Christians who, on the 22d of December, 1620, landed on 
this spot) the members of this Club joined a numerous and respectable 
assembly in the meeting-house of the First Parish in Plymouth, and 
after an hymn of praise and prayer to God, the reverend M' Chandler 
Robbins delivered an historic and pathetic discourse from these words : 
“For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in 
Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make them 
known to their children ; that the generation to come might know them, 
even the children which should be born; who should arise and declare 
them to their children: that they might set their hope in God, and not 
forget the works of God, but keep his commandments ” (Ps. Ixxviii. 
5-7). 

In which, after enumerating many of the virtues of our predeces- 
sors, he recounted their toils, their hazards, and their troubles, in their 
various attempts to shun the horrors of a despotic power and the curses 
of an ecclesiastical tyranny, and to obtain a land wherein they might 
enjoy their religion in its purity, and peace of conscience. His sermon 
closed with an address to the audience which did honor to humanity and 
- himself; and (by the profound silence and solemn attention which pre- 
vailed throughout this vast collection of people of all ages) he must 
have had the pleasing satisfaction of concluding that he had not spent 
his strength for nought. The New England Hymn, composed by Doct‘ 
Byles, sung with uncommon melody, finished the exercise.' 

That cheerfulness (the never-failing companion of grateful Christians ) 
might reign among us, the members of the Club, together with the rev- 
erend gentlemen of the clergy and others the most respectable of the 
congregation, repaired to the house of M‘ Howland, where a table was 
spread and abundantly furnished with the various productions of this 


1 The “New England Hymn,” by Dr. Byles, was adapted to the tune “‘ Amer- 
ica,” as published in Billing’s Collection of Music, 1770. ‘The first stanza is here 
given :— 

** To Thee the tuneful Anthem Soars, 
To Thee, our Fathers God and ours ; 
This wilderness we chose our Seat : 
To Rights Secured by Equal Laws 
From Persecution’s Iron Claws, 
We here have sought our calm Retreat.” 


(See Russell’s Guide to Plymouth, App. p. 16.) 
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now fruitful country, at which the Hon’ General John Winslow pre- 
sided. After partaking of these bounties, and spending a few hours in 
the most social conversation upon the history of our country, the ad- 
ventures of our ancestors, etc. (subjects at this time peculiarly pleasing), 
the company proceeded to Old Colony Hall, where the same sociability 
and harmony prevailed throughout the evening. 


December 23. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow Thomas Lothrop 
Elkanah Cushman John Thomas 
Edward Winslow John Watson 
Cornelius White Tho! Mayhew 


December 30. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow Elk* Cushman 
John Thomas John Watson 
Cornelius White Thot Mayhew 


Dea® John Torrey by invitation. 


1773. January 6. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Isaac Lothrop Pelham Winslow 
Elk* Cushman John Thomas Members. 
John Watson Thot Mayhew ) 
Doc! Lazarus LeBaron George Watson Esq‘ 
Tho! Foster Esq‘ James Warren Esq‘ 
William Watson Esq‘ James Hovey Esq‘ By invitati 
Dea® John Torrey Cap‘ Gideon White sealer 
Doct W™ Thomas Doct Nath! Lothrop & 
M‘ John Russell M! Eph™ Spooner 


Voted by the Club and the gentlemen present, That the rev’ Mt! 
Charles Turner of Duxborough be invited to preach the next anniver- 
sary sermon, and that the Club write to M‘ Turner to inform him of 
this choice and request an answer. 

Vote 2d (by the Club), That Pelham Winslow, Thomas Lothrop, 
John Thomas, and Edward Winslow be a committee to draught a letter 
to the rev’ M! Turner. And that the same committee write a letter of 
thanks to the rev’ M*' Robbins for his sermon on the 22d ult., and 
request a copy thereof. The committee to make report at next Club 
night. 

‘William Watson, Esq‘, presented the Club with a cheese, which was 
gratefully accepted by them, and the thanks of the Club ordered. 
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January 13. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow Elkanah Cushman 
Thomas Lothrop Edward Winslow 
John Thomas John Watson 
Cornelius White Thot Mayhew 
M! Thomas Flucker J' 
M’ Nath! Thomas J‘ 


The committee chosen to draught the letter to the Rev. M' Turner 
reported the following : — 


Members. 


‘ By invitation. 


REVEREND AND RESPECTED Sir,— The members of this Society 
beg leave to acquaint you that they have for. several years past kept 
and observed the 22d of December in commemoration of the landing 
and settlement of our worthy and pious ancestors in this place, to take 
notice of and extol their many brave and heroic exploits, their piety 
and unparalleled resolution and perseverance through numberless dan- 
gers and difficulties, and to rejoice and be thankful for the remarkable 
and signal interpositions of Providence in their behalf; which we ap- 
prehend ourselves in duty as well as gratitude bound to observe, for the 
privileges, benefits, and advantages derived to us from those noble and 
godlike patriots with so much danger, toil, and expense to themselves. 

This practice has met with the approbation and concurrence of the 
principal gentlemen of this and the neighboring towns, and has also had 
the sanction of the pulpit, the Rev. M‘ Robbins of this town having, on 
the 22d of December last, favored us with a sermon suitable to that 
occasion. And as it is proposed that this practice should, if possible, 
be continued down to the latest posterity, at a late meeting of this Club 
and a considerable number of the gentlemen of this town, it was voted 
that you, sir, should be requested to preach a sermon on the next anni- 
versary. Your compliance we doubt not will oblige the community in 


general, and in particular your most obedient humble servants, the 
members of 


Tae OL_p Cotony Cius. 
P. S. Please, sir, to favor us with an answer as soon as you con- 
veniently can. 


Op Cotoyy Hatt, Jan. 18, 1778. 


The Committee reported the following letter to the Rev. M‘ Robbins: 
ReverenD Sir, — The members of this Society, deeply impressed 


with a sense of gratitude for your obliging compliance with their re- 
quest to preach a sermon in commemoration of the settlement of our 
ancestors in this place, beg leave to return our sincere thanks for your 
entertaining and instructive discourse of the 22d December last, and in 
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order to perpetuate the many pertinent observations therein contained, 
would modestly request a copy, that the rising generation may have a 
better opportunity of being benefited and instructed, which you justly 
observed was the more immediate design of the discourse. 
We are with all due respect your most humble servants, 
Tue O_p Cotony Crus. 


The beforegoing letters were accepted and ordered to be sent. 
A letter in answer to the above was received, directed “To the 
Gentlemen of the Old Colony Club, Plymouth.” 


Respected GENTLEMEN, — Having just received your obliging fa- 
vor (being from home when it was sent), I take this opportunity to 
acknowledge my obligations for your kind acceptance of my endeavors 
to gratify the members of your Society and others in the sermon you 
refer to. The subject is so well known and handled in the printed 
memoirs of those times, that a publication of the discourse seems need- 
less, and I fear will never answer your expectations and the end you 
propose. I shall, however, not be averse to gratify your request for a 
copy, if it shall be judged any way likely to afford any entertainment 
to the rising generation, and ask the favor of a little further time to 
think of the affair, and am with respect, 

Gentlemen, your friend and humble servant, 


Prymovrtn, Jan. 13, 1773. C. Rossrns. 


January 13. Upon a settlement of the accounts of the Club for the 
last year, there appears to be a balance in the hands of the steward of 
£2.16. 1}. 

Voted (in consideration of there being a considerable balance in the 
hand of the steward), That he take from the several members but one 
pistareen per night for the last quarter; and that he continue this prac- 
tice until the further order of the Club. 

Voted, That the steward forthwith collect the several sums due from 
the respective members, and carry the same to the Club’s credit. 

Voted, That the steward cause to be made a circular window over 
the front door of the Hall, and report the expense. 

This thirteenth day of January, 1773 (being the fourth year since 
the institution of the Old Colony Club), with gratitude let it be ac- 
knowledged, that as a society and as individuals we have enjoyed 
health, harmony, and happiness without interruption, excepting the fra- 
ternal sorrow occasioned by the death of our brother Samuel Adams, 
which happened at Cape Nichola Mole,! the fifth day of August last. 
The integrity and uprightness of his conduct, together with his assiduity 


1 Cape St. Nichola (or Nicholas) Mole is the extreme northwest cape of 
Haiti. 
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and industry iu business, rendered him a useful man in the community ; 
and his natural facetiousness and affability, a valuable member of this 
Club. 
January 20. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow 


Thomas Lothrop John Watson 
Elk* Cushman Cornelius White — 
John Thomas Thomas Mayhew 


Thomas Flucker J' 
Cap‘ Gideon White By invitation. 
Nath! Thomas Jt 


January 27. Ata meeting of Old Colony Club. 

Present same members as last Club night. 

M: W™ LeBaron by invitation. 

The following letter from the Rev. M' Charles Turner was communi- 
cated by the President pro tempore, and ordered to be recorded : — 


Doxporoven, 21 Jan., 1773. 

Honorep GENTLEMEN, — The request you have been pleased to 
send me, to preach on your next anniversary, has been entertained 
with the most grateful resentments of the immerited honor you have 
done me thereby. Though conscious of my inability to serve you in 
such a manner as might be desired, deep regard to the precious memory 
of your justly renowned progenitors, to their excellent cause, to their 
posterity, and particularly to yourselves, has prevailed with me to con- 
sent to your motion, and determine, if my life is spared, to serve you in 
the best manner I can; meanwhile acknowledging the politeness of 
your giving me so seasonable notice. The celebration of our ancestry 
must be dutiful, advantageous, and agreeable, but cannot be totally ex- 
empt from uneasiness. Therein a mixture of passions may naturally 
and justly, as well as deeply, affect the mind. Our forefathers’ success 
in their arduous enterprise, inferring the blessings thence accruing to 
their descendants, may give us the highest pleasure. Their sufferings 
and perils penetrate our filial hearts with the most painful sensations ; 
the supposition that they had all been left to perish in their undertak- 
ing fills us with strange horror not easily to be described ; their hero- 
ism and invincible perseverance in the noblest of causes captivate us 
with pleasing and respectful admiration, and invite us to imbibe their 
martyr-like heavenly character ; and the signal interposition of Divine 
Providence in their behalf commands our highest religious grateful as- 
tonishment. Your design of an annual religious commemoration of the 
things which God performed for our fathers, and by their means for us, 
is undoubtedly commendable. It may answer valuable purposes, besides 
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its being in itself agreeable. One valuable purpose it will indeed an- 
swer, if it may be blessed to promote such a spirit as that whereby, 
under divine influence, our ancestors were animated. I am, gentlemen, 
with great respect, 
Your most obedient very humble servant, 
CuaRLes TURNER. 


Directed: To the Gentlemen the Members of the Old Colony Club, Plimouth. 
To be left at the Honb'’* James Warren Esq' 


February 3. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present: Pelham Winslow Tho: Lothrop 
Elk* Cushman John Thomas 
John Watson Cornelius White 
Tho: Mayhew 
M: John Russell by invitation. 


February 10. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 
Present same members. 
M° Sam! Jackson and Cap‘ Hedge by invitation. 


February 17. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present same members and Ed: Winslow. 
Edward Winslow Esq‘ 
Nath! Ray Thomas Ea invitation. 
& M‘ Lazarus Goodwin 


February 24. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present: Pelham Winslow Elk? Cushman 
Edward Winslow John Thomas 
John Watson 


The following letter, together with the Anniversary sermon in man- 
uscript, was this night received from the Rev. M! Robbins : — 


Prymouth, Feb. 28, 1778. 

Frienps AND GENTLEMEN, — Having considered your request to 
me for a copy of my sermon preached the last anniversary, etc., partly 
from the desire of others who can never expect that benefit from the 
larger histories of those times which you, gentlemen, and many others 
may enjoy, but chiefly in gratification of the request of your Society, to 
whom I acknowledge myself under obligations for their candor and re- 
spect, I now present you a copy of said sermon, with liberty to make 
what use of it you shall think proper, and am, gentlemen, with much 


esteem, Your obliged friend and humble servant, 
C. Rossins. 
Tue Otp Cotony Crus. 
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March 3. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow Tho? Lothrop 
Elkanah Cushman John Thomas 
Edward Winslow ~ Cornelius White 
John Watson Tho! Mayhew 


M: Thomas Doten 
M' Bartlett LeBaron [ By invitation. ] 
M: Thomas Foster jun‘ 


March 10. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present the same members as last Club night. 
The Social Club by invitation. 


March 17. At a meeting of Old Colony Club: 
Present same members as last Club night. 


November 24. Whereas the records of this Club have been neg- 
lected from the 17th March last to this time, and as no remarkable 
event or new regulations have taken place: Voted, That the Secretary 
continue the records as formerly, and from this time make the entries 
at every Club night. 

At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow Ed Winslow 
Elkanah Cushman John Watson tatonte 
John Thomas Cornelius White 
M' Sam! Prince, Boston Pane Pee 
Cap‘ Gideon White By invitation. 


James Warren, Esq', Mess” John Torrey, and ‘Thomas Jackson came 
into our said Club, and said that they were a sub-committee (appointed 
by the Committee of Correspondence and Communication of this town) 
for the purpose of informing this Club of the determination of the said 
Committee of Correspondence relative to the celebration of the next 
22d of December, and to request that the Club would join with and 
conform thereto.’ 


1 As early as November, 1772, at a legal meeting of the town of Plymouth, 
the petition of Thomas Jackson and one hundred other inhabitants was read, 
setting forth the alarming situation of the country in consequence of the tyran- 
nical measures of the British Parliament, and praying that the town would take 
the subject into consideration. It was thereon voted to choose a “ Standing Com- 
mittee of Correspondence and Communication,” to correspond with the town of 
Boston, or any other town, on the subject of their present difficulties and of the 
measures proper to be taken on the occasion, to apply to the Selectmen to call a 
town-meeting, and to act and do what further they may think proper. The fol- 
lowing persons were chosen to compose the Committee: James Warren, John 
Torrey, Stephen Sampson, Samuel Cole, Ephraim Cobb, Dr. William Thomas, 
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Voted, That the consideration of this matter be adjourned to the 
next Club night, and that then a written answer be prepared, and on 
the Monday night following be presented to the Committee. 


Thomas Jackson, Elkanah Watson, William Watson, Thomas Lothrop, Nathaniel 
Torrey, Thomas Mayhew, Isaac Lothrop. 

The three gentlemen above named were, as they themselves declared, a sub- 
committee from this larger committee of the town, who probably were unwilling 
to allow the coming anniversary to pass without using it as an occasion for stimu- 
lating the patriotism of the citizens in the present emergency. They therefore 
proposed to take the celebration into their own hands, and to ask the Club to 
unite with them. The spirited answer of the Club to this request is on record. 
It will be noticed that the names of Isaac Lothrop and Thomas Lothrop, the Pre- 
sident and Secretary of the Club, were included among the members of this Com- 
mittee of the town, who had sent their sub-committee with their errand to the Club. 
No doubt the political lines during the year had been sharply drawn. Originally 
the Club had consisted of fully one-half Loyalists, or members who became so as 
the difficulties with the mother-country increased. By the withdrawal of some 
members from the town, and the non-attendance of others of the patriot party, 
the Loyalists finally represented almost the entire attendance. Of course the Club 
was not a political body. It originated from a wish for a more refined social 
intercourse ; that is, for edification and improvement. But a political revolution 
was coming on, and that is inevitably accompanied by bitter personal and social 
estrangement. As the Whigs or patriots always took the initiative in political 
action, so in this Club the Whig members withdrew and left its fate in the hands 
of the Loyalists. (See Thacher’s Plymouth, p. 197.) 

This was just the time of the excitement in Boston occasioned by the expected 
arrival of the East India Company’s tea ships, which Plymouth largely shared. 
At a meeting of the inhabitants of the town in December, strong resolutions on 
the subject were adopted ; and at an adjourned meeting on the 13th of the same 
month, Edward Winslow, the father of Edward, Jr., of this Club, and others pre- 
sented a protest against the proceedings of that meeting, which the town voted 
not to have read. 

Not long afterward the patriotism of the people of the town took a singular 
direction. The inhabitants resolved to consecrate the Rock on which the Fore- 
fathers landed to the cause of liberty; and not reflecting that such a dedication 
could be as effectually made while the Rock lay in its original bed as if it were 
transported elsewhere, they assembled with twenty yoke of oxen to remove it. 
It was raised from its bed by means of large screws, and in the attempt to mount 
it on the carriage, it split asunder without violence from a flaw which no one 
had observed. Finally they allowed the bottom part of the stone to drop into its 
original bed; while the upper part, weighing many tons, was hauled to “ Liberty 
Pole Square,” in front of the meeting-house, where a flag was placed over it. 
Dr. Thacher, at pages 198, 199, of his History, places this in the year 1774. A 
memorandum on Blaskowitz’s map in Pilgrim Hall, supposed to be in Edward 
Winslow Jr’s. hand, is as follows, referring to the place of the landing: “The 
place where the settlers above mentioned first landed upon the main, Dec. 22d 
N. S. 1620, upon a large Rock, which, in the course of time, being buried in sand, 
was by a gratful posterity dug up and transferred to a more public situation, 
Anno Domini, 1775.” Here this fragment remained, being subject to abrasion 
and chippings by relic-hunters, till July 4, 1834, when it was removed to Pil- 
grim Hall, and placed in front of that building under the charge of the Pilgrim 
Society ; and an iron railing was placed around it. Finally, in 1880, it was drawn 
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Voted, That Pelham Winslow, John Thomas, and John Watson be a 
committee to prepare an answer in writing, and report at the next Club 
night. 

December 1. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club. 


Present: Pelham Winslow Edward Winslow 
Elkanah Cushman John Watson ene 
John Thomas Cornelius White 
Doct' Isaac Winslow by invitation. 


The Committee chosen at the last Club night to prepare an answer to 
the Committee of Correspondence reported the following, which, being 
read and considered, was accepted and ordered to be recorded : — 


To the Committee of Communication and Correspondence of the Town 
of Plymouth: 


GentLemen, — The Old Colony Club received your message by your 
sub-committee, with your determination in what way and manner the 
ensuing anniversary of the 22d of December shall be solemnized and 
celebrated, with a request that we would join with and conform thereto. 
We have fully, liberally, and candidly considered thereof, and in answer 
would observe that this Club are not, nor ever have been, anxious or de- 
sirous of taking the lead and direction or marshalling and regulating the 
public solemnities and particular rites and ceremonies of that important 
day, having always invited the gentlemen of the town to a consultation 
previous to any determination, and having ever acted by and with the 
advice and consent of the gentlemen present, and not ex parte, as may 
appear from the records of our proceedings on those occasions. Justice 
to ourselves, however, emboldens us to say that, as we were the first in- 
stitutors of this festival, and as no event has taken place to lessen our 
dignity or consequence as a Club since the last anniversary, we have a 
right to be consulted on the manner of celebrating it, whether the same be 
taken into consideration by the gentlemen of the town, county, or colony. 
As gentlemen of the town we will not dispute your right of acting in 
this matter in conjunction with others. But as a Committee of Corre- 
spondence, etc. (in whose name and capacity you have accosted us), we 
absolutely deny your jurisdiction and authority. By the records of this 
town it appears that you were chosen “to communicate and correspond 
with the town of Boston and other towns;” and in this business we 
would not interrupt or molest you. But we apprehend that your con- 
stituents had no more idea or suspicion of your interfering in these 


back and placed in its original bed, and joined on again to the lower fragment, 
from which it was separated more than one hundred years before. A granite 
canopy now shelters the Rock, once more entire; and iron gates secure it from 
lawless visitors. 
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matters (as a Committee of Correspondence) than they had of your regu- 
lating or altering their creed or their catechism. And it appears to us 
that you have just the same right to meddle with the one as the other; 
or indeed to determine any civil, religious, or military matter that has, 
or may arise within our town. This partial and extra-judicial way of 
proceeding we apprehend will have a tendency to promote parties and 
divisions (which have already too long harassed and convulsed this 
once peaceful town), rather than that concord and harmony so neces- 
sary to the welfare of all societies. But should we admit your right 
of acting as a Committee of Correspondence, we cannot suppose so great 
an absurdity as the counteracting your own vote and determination 
without some sufficient reason. You must remember that these mat- 
ters were fairly discussed and settled by the gentlemen of the town in 
general and the members of this Club, and that by and with the con- 
sent, approbation, and vote of a majority of the now members of your 
Committee. For at a meeting of a large and respectable number of the 
gentlemen of this town with the Club at Old Colony Hall, on the sixth 
day of January last, for the very purposes of adjusting and settling the 
matters relative to the celebration of the ensuing anniversary (among 
whom were a major part of your Committee), it was unanimously voted 
“That the Club should write to the Rev. M' Turner and request him 
to preach a sermon on the next 22d of December,” etc. ; in consequence 
of which the Club wrote to M* Turner, and afterwards received his 
answer in the affirmative (directed to the Club), as may also appear by 
our record. At the same meeting it was also moved and agreed to, 
that (as the Club were the original institutors) it was most proper for 
them to have the direction of the minutia or lesser matters relative to 
the celebration. We are now, and always have been, ready and willing 
to concur with any measure which may conduce to the harmonious and 
agreeable celebration of this anniversary in commemoration of the land- 
ing of our forefathers in this place. We think it ought, and we hope 
it ever will be kept and observed by the gentlemen of this town, 
county, and colony, socially and like a band of brethren; nor would we 
contend for trifles or punctilios. But your plan and proceedings, 
without advising with or consulting the other gentlemen of the town 
or the Club, appears to us so great an invasion of the liberties and priv- 
ileges of the gentlemen of the town of Plymouth and the Old Colony 
Club, that we cannot approve or comply with the same. 
Dec. 1, 1778. 


December 8. At a meeting of Old Colony Club. 
Present: Elkanah Cushman Edward Winslow 
John Thomas John Watson 
Cornelius White 
M Prince, Cap‘ Churchill, by invitation. 
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Voted, That the Club, together with such gentlemen as please to join 
them, from this or the neighboring towns, will dine together at M‘ 
Wethrel’s upon the ensuing anniversary, and that the clerk of this 
Club send a copy of this vote to the Rev. M! Turner and inform him 
that the Club expect the pleasure of his company on thai day. 

Voted, That the Club and their friends will spend the anniversary 
evening at the Hall. 

Voted, That the Rev. M' Bacon and the Rev. M' Robbins, and also 
the Social Club, be invited to dine and spend the evening, as also such 
other gentlemen of the clergy as may be in town. 


December 15. At a meeting of the Old Colony Club.? 


Present: Pelham Winslow Elkanah Cushman 
Edward Winslow John Thomas 
John Watson Cornelius White 
Edward Winslow M' W™ Trenholm 
Robert Treat Paine A stranger 
Daniel Leonard, Esq’ Cap! Gideon White 
M’ Sam! Prince 


By invitation 


1 These Records closing with December 15, 1778, we have no account here of 
the celebration of the anniversary on the 22d. It is well known that Mr. Turner 
delivered the address or sermon, as he had agreed to, —for it was published, and 
a copy is in the Library of the Massachusetts Historical Society, —but whether 
under the auspices of the Club or of the Town the titlepage does not tell us. The 
title is, “A Sermon preached at Plymouth December 22d, 1773, Being the anni- 
versary Thanksgiving, in Commemoration of the Landing of the Fathers there, 
A. D. 1620. By Charles Turner, A.M.” etc. Boston, 1774. Dr. Thacher, how- 
ever, in his History of Plymouth, pp. 339, 340, in a list of preachers and orators 
at Plymouth on the anniversary celebrations, says, under 1773. “By Charles 
Turner,— For Old Colony Club. By the Town and by the first Parish ;” so 
that no doubt the sermon was preached before the Club, and the town and First 
Parish participated in the celebration. From this time to the year 1780, the anni- 
versary was celebrated by the town with a discourse; and also from 1794 to 
1819. In 1820 the day was celebrated for the first time by the Pilgrim Society, 
when the oration was delivered by the Hon. Daniel Webster. 


